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Ethiopia 


Tigray Rebels Claim Surrender of WPE Militiamen 
EA2403 134989 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revolution in Amharic to Ethiopia 1900 GMT 

23 Mar 89 


[Text] (?Stepping up) activities in our liberated rural and 
urban areas has further weakened the Workers Party of 
Ethiopia [WPE] [words indistinct]. Thus 170 WPE mili- 
tiamen, who escaped from the moribund WPE forces in 
Eritrea, have given themselves and their weapons up to 
the Tigray People’s Liberation Front [TPLF]. The 170 
WPE militiamen surrendered between the 16 and 20 
March in (?Adi Arbaite) District of (Ankereden). They 
said that they were part of a force which disintegrated 
during the TPLF’s earlier attack on Rama. 


Meanwhile, enemy forces that had hidden in various 
areas when the WPE forces fled from Mekele town are 
continuing to surrender to the TPLF. Seventy militia- 
men from Adi Gudom and ten from (Musene) area have 
surrendered themselves and their arms to the TPLF. 


Trade Talks Begin With YAR Delegation 
EA2203135189 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 0400 GMT 22 Mar 89 


[Excerpts] A meeting to discuss trade relations between 
the Yemen Arab Republic [YAR] and Ethiopia opened 
yesterday afternoon. During the meeting, which will be 
in session for 3 days, the implementation of the 1988 
bilateral trade protocol will be assessed and advance 
preparations made for the 1989 agreement, sources 
disclosed. The YAR delegation led by Dr ‘Abd al- 
Wahhab Mahmud ‘Abd al-Hamid, YAR minister of 
economy, supply and trade [title as heard], arrived in 
Addis Ababa yesterday. During its 4-day stay, the dele- 
gation will conduct trade negotiations and sign a proto- 
col for 1989/90. The delegation will also hold talks on 
ways of promoting economic, trade and technical rela- 
tions between the two countries and discuss youth and 
sports affairs. According to this agreement, Ethiopia will 
export co the YA.R meat, oil seeds and pulses, spices, and 
livestock, anc import various industrial products. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Such meetings will be held every year in Addis Ababa 
and Sana, alternately. 


Trade Signed 
EA2403084889 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 23 Mar 89 


[Text] Comrade Prime Minister Fikre-Selassie Wogde- 
ress held talks this afternoon with Dr Abd al-Wahhab 
Mahmud (Abd al-Hamid), minister of economy, supply 
and trade of the YAR [Yemen Arab Republic]. Our 
reporter Tekalign Bekele, who attended the talks, has the 
details: 
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[Begin Tekalign recording] Comrade Fikre-Selassie Wog- 
deress briefed Dr Abd al-Wahhab Mahmud and spoke of 
the long-standing relations between the two countries. 
He said that the agreement concluded today to facilitate 
the further expansion of trade relations would open up 
opportunities for relations in other sectors. He men- 
tioned the desire of the PDRE [People’s Democratic 
Republic of Ethiopia] to further strengthen relations 
with its neighobor the YAR and expressed his belief that 
this week’s working visit of the Yemeni delegation would 
further strengthen relations. 


The Comrade prime minister briefed the minister on the 
overall situation in our country, He pointed out the 
tough military and politica: measures being taken to foil 
the futile attempts of antirevolutionary forces to weaken 
the political and economic efforts being made to pre- 
serve the democratic rights of the people. 


The YAR minister of economy, supply and trade said for 
his part that Ethiopia is a country which has preserved 
its independence and unity by repulsing the repeated 
attacks against it. He reaffirmed that his country will 
support Ethiopia's effort towards this end. The Yemeni 
minister expressed the hope that the agreement signed 
today in the interest of both sides would be expanded 
and promoted in other spheres, thereby further strength- 
ening the relations between the two countries. He said he 
was impressed by the work and development efforts of 
mass and government organizations that he visited dur- 
ing the week. 


Also present at the meeting were Comrade Tesfaye 
Dinka, alternate Politburo member of the WPE [Work- 
ers Party of Ethiopia] Central Committee and deputy 
prime minister, Comrade Tadese Gebre Kidan, member 
of the WPE Central Committee and foreign trade min- 
ister, and Mr Husayn Husayn al-Jafari, YAR ambassa- 
dor to Ethiopia. 


A |-year trade protocol to strengthen trade relations was 
signed this afternoon. According to ENA, [ETHIOPIAN 
NEWS AGENCY] the agreement was signed following 3 
days of talks between the high-level trade delegations of 
the two countries. The agreement was signed by Com- 
rade Tadesse Gebre Kidan on the Ethiopian side and Dr 
Abd al-Wahhab Mahmud for the YAR. The two minis- 
ters said that they would do everything possible to 
implement the trade protocol and identify other areas of 
future cooperation. During its visit the delegation toured 
the (Turufti) Livestock Fattening Project and Wonji 
Sugar Factory. [end recording] 


Hungarian Interior Minister Meets Officials 
EA2303064489 Addis Ababa Dornestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 22 Mar 89 


[Text] Comrade Tesfaye Dinka, alternate member of the 
Politburo of the Workers Party of Ethiopia [WPE] Cen- 
tral Committee and deputy prime minister, held taiks at 
his office today with Comrade Istvan Horvath, meniber 
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of the Hungarian Socialist Workers Party Central Com- 
mittee and Hungarian minister of the interior. Our 
reporter Amare Melaku attended the ceremony held at 
the Council of Ministers. 


[Begin Melaku recording] The comrade deputy prime 
minister, Tesfaye Dinka, and Comrade Istvan Horvath 
held talks on general economic cooperation between the 
two countries and possible future cooperation. It was 
stated that in accordance with the resolution passed by 
the ninth regular session of the WPE Central Committee, 
the economic sector has to be further strengthened so 
that future cooperation can be facilitated. The officials 
studied existing cooperation with a view to harmonizi' ig 
the future economic policies of the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Ethiopia with the requirements of bilateral 
cooperation. Comrade Istvan briefed Comrade Dinka on 
the efforts made by Hungary to overcome various eco- 
nomic problems, the experience it has gained, and the 
results it has achieved. Comrade Istvan arrived in Addis 
Ababa at the head of his country’s delegation to the third 
session of the Ethiopia-Hungary joint commission on 
economic, scientific, technical, and trade cooperation. 
{end recording] 


In another development, Comrade Tesfay Wolde Sela- 
sie, alternate member of the WPE Central Committee 
Politburo and minister of internal affairs, held talks at 
his office today with the delegation led by Comrade 
Istvan Horvath. Alemneh Wase was present. 


[Begin Wase recording] The talks between the two sides 
focused on future relations between the two ministries, 
which will be based on the existing friendship and 
cooperation. The sides also exchanged views on ways in 
which Hungary, which is an older socialist state, can pass 
on its experience. Comrade Tesfaye also briefed the 
delegation on the current situation in our country. [end 
recording] 


Kenya 


Air Service to Djibouti To Be Established 
EA2303223689 Nairobi KNA in English 0715 GMT 
23 Mar 89 


[Text] Nairobi, 23rd March—Djibouti and Kenya will 
soon be linked by an air service, thanks to fruitful talks 
between the two countries which ended in Nairobi 
yesterday. Kenya will assist Djibouti in the implementa- 
tion of the agreement by training Djibouti personnel in 
civil aviation and avail details of courses offered, places 
available, duration and institutions to the Government 
of Djibouti. 


During the three-day meeting, the minister for transport 
and communication Mr J. Kamotho recalled that the 
Kenya Djibouti bilateral air services t was 
negotiated in November 1979 and observed that his 
officials were ready to review the confidential memoran- 
dum of understanding if need be, particularly route 
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schedules, traffic rights, frequencies and the capacity to 
enable the two designated carriers to commence opera- 
tions on the route. Mr Kamotho also identified maritime 
transport and telecommunications as areas where the 
two countries and the rest of the PTA [Preferential Trade 
Area] states could formulate strategies and policies for 
collective development and exploitation. 


In response, the Djibouti minister for commerce and 
tourism, Mr Musa Buraleh, who was accompanied by his 
country’s ambassador to Kenya, Mr Sale Hassan Ahmed, 
and four other delegates stated that his delegation wished 
to discuss and exchange ideas which would enhance and 
strengthen the existing relationship between the two 
countries and especially those relating to the bilateral air 
services agreement and its implementation and tourist 
business and trade between the two countries. 


Both parties, which also included high-ranking officials 
from Kenya’s Ministry of Transport and Communica- 
tions, Tourism and Wildlife, and Commerce, were satis- 
fied with these discussions which were noted and signed 
by the ministers of transport of the two countries. 


Uganda 


Museveni Discusses PRC Ties in 
EA2403 160089 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 22 Mar 89 


[Excerpts] President Museveni has expressed confidence 
that the current state visit to China will further enhance 
the economic and technical cooperation between the two 
countries. In a speech delivered at a state banquet given 
in his honor by President Yang Shangkun in the Great 
Hall of the people in Beijing yesterday evening, Mr 
Museveni said Uganda is benefiting immensely from the 
South to South arrangement with China. He observed 
that the two countries belonged to the Third World, 
adding that we have similarly shared an agonising expe- 
rience of foreign occupation, oppression, exploitation, 
humiliation, and attendant liberation struggle. 


He talked of his current visit to China as being aimed at 
both learning and gaining experience, saying that the 
revolution ushered in by the NRM/NRA [National 
Resistance Movement/National Resistance Army] in 
Uganda is very much similar to that of the Chinese 
which culminated in success in 1949. He said that after 
removing the moribund forces, the economic backward- 
ness, and primitive political behaviour from state power 
in 1986, the NRM embarked on a fundamental change to 
institutionalize people’s power and bring about eco- 
nomic and social development. He added that to achieve 
this, the people of Uganda are determined to build an 
independent, integrated, and self-sustaining economy in 
spite of the many problems the NRM inherited after 
decades of misrule characterised by the shattering of the 
Ugandan economy. [passage omitted] 
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Talking about the problem of indebtedness, President 
Museveni said that Uganda’s stand on this matter is that 
any viable resolution of this crisis should take fully into 
account the continent’s economic and social realities. He 
added that first and foremost there must be a fundamental 
and joint commitment to the improvement of the socio- 
economic conditions of our people. [passage omitted] 


Later, President Museveni held talks with the Chinese 
prime minister, Mr Li Peng, during which major areas of 
bilateral cooperation between Uganda and China were 
discussed. The talks, which took place at the Great Hall 
of the People, were held in a cordial atmosphere. The 
two leaders also exchanged views on various issues 
concerning international affairs. Mr Li announced dur- 
ing the meeting that his government will provide 
$0,000,000 yuan, equivalent to 13,500,000 dollars, as 
interest-free credit to Uganda. The credit will be used by 
the Uganda Government on the projects of their choice. 
The Chinese prime minister explained that due to some 
constraints on the Chinese economy the economic assis- 
tance from China to other developing countries is pres- 
ently symbolic and is made as a sign of friendship. 


President Museveni gave a brief summary of the prob- 
lems Uganda is facing today, stressing lack of technology 
as a major contributing factor and bottleneck to devel- 
opment. He said that lack of technology coupled with 
wrong policies had contributed to the bad situation we 
are facing in Uganda today. But with (agility) and hard 
work, President Museveni said, we should be able to 
manage. [passage omitted] 


* Army’s Essential Political Decision Role 
34000284a Kampala THE NEW VISION in English 
9 Feb 89 p 4 


[Text] The inclusion of NRA [National Resistance Army] 
in the expanded NRC [National Resistance Council] has 
raised questions in some circles on whether it is necessary 
for the army to participate in making political decisions 
that will determine the destiny of the country. 


The ment these people raise is that the army should 
be confined in the barracks while politicians battle it out 
between themselves on how Uganda should be governed. 
In other words, the NRA should only keep on the 
sidelines of politics and only guard the borders of the 
country in case of an external aggression and that even 
the internal security should be maintained by police. 


The historical role of the NRA in the present politics not 
withstanding, the fallacy of this argument is that it 
ignores the historical inseparability of the army from 
politics of any country. It fails to realise that in Africa, 
and Uganda in particular, the army more than any other 
institution has been at the centre of our politics for 
decades, albeit with disastrous consequences. 


EAST AFRICA 


The role of the army in changing the 1966 Constitution, 
the military dictatorships of Idi Amin, Obote and Okeilo 
all point at an inevitable role of the army in our history 
until the NRA came to power, again by military means. 


Having sacrificed so heavily in the bush to bring to an 
end the suffering of Ugandans and having successfully 
tested the workability of its political programme, it 
would be a betrayal of the trust Ugandans have in the 
NRA for it to retreat to the rear and entrust its funda- 
mental change to the whims of untested politicians. 


As the Minister for Local Government, Mr Amanya 
Mushega, pointed out to Kampala Resistance Council- 
lors last Tuesday, the NRA should have a legitimate 
interest in the politics of this country because it holds the 
responsibility of maintaining peace and security of the 
country and that is no mean a task. 


* Editorial Urges Rebels To Accept Peace Moves 
34000195b Kampala THE NEW VISION in English 
15 Feb 89 p 4 


[Editorial: “Rebels Should Embrace NRA Peace Moves”) 


[Text] The NRA [National Resistance Army] is reported 
to have halted its military offensive against rebels in 
Gulu and has instead adopted a conciliatory attitude 
towards the few remaining ones. 


This is yet another gesture by the government to win the 
rebels through peaceful means in order to minimise 
destruction which the people of the disturbed districts 
have suffered over the last two-and-a-half years. 


According to reliable estimates, the rebel strength was 
estimated at over 50,000-strong at the beginning of their 
offensive in August 1986. This number is, however, said 
to have dwindled over time to less than 800 people, 
including civilian captives, at present. 


Rebel ranks were depleted massively by the government 
peace agreements which led their fighters to join govern- 
ment forces to assist in rebuilding the country. Other 
rebels have since deserted and others have been killed. 


The combined effect of these pitfalls has left the few 
resisting rebels highly demoralised and only languishing in 
the countryside to cause havoc to innocent civilians. It is 
these terrorist activities against civilians that prompted the 
NRA to launch a major offensive to break the back of those 
rebels and according to reliable information, that task has 
almost been accomplished. 


As the process of resettling displaced civilians begins, it 
is importani that a peaceful atmosphere is established to 
build confidence in the civilians and to enhance contacts 
with the few remaining rebels. 
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This peaceful move should be a step in assuring the 
resisting rebels and their supporters that the NRM 
[National Resistance Movement] wants peace in Gulu as 
much as anywhere else to embark on meaningful devel- 
opment of the whole country. The rebels should embrace 
this chance or risk being eliminated militarily. 


* Government Must Be Firm on Soldier Abuses 
34000284b Kampala THE GUIDE in English 
26 Jan 89 p 3 


[Text] Ever since Uganda became independent in 1962, 
the army has been the principal factor that has brought 
about a gap between the government and the tax payer, 
the peasants. 


The army which in the past used to turn their guns 
against the peasants at liberty, caused plunder and hence 
the economic ruins in which the country is presently. 


In Luwero Triangle during the fight between the NRA 
{National Resistance Army] guerrillas and the then gov- 
ernment troops whole villages were wiped out and 
untold atrocities were committed by the government 
forces against the innocent civilians, many of who have 
been incapacitated for life. 


In some cases soldiers acted desperately because of the 
prolonged war and suspicions of the local people sup- 
porting rebels while in other cases it was a result of 
undisciplined commanders who authorised their juniors 
to go on shooting sprees. 

But the worst thing of all was that even top officials and 


Ministers responsible for them knew about it and no 
action against those criminals were ever taken. 
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To date, the revelation in Gulu by the Army Deputy 
Commander Fred Rwigyema that some NRA soldiers 
were responsible for atrocities against the innocent civil- 
ians during the war against rebels in Northern Uganda is 
the most disheartening episode by what was originally 
described as the people’s army. 

True there are known cases of criminals within the NRA 
but worse still there arc also undisciplined commanders 
and senior officers in the NRA. Top commanders have 
beaten up policemen, others have thrown people out of 
houses, others have been arrested stealing, others have 
opened fire in disco halls and the trend is increasing 
which, if not checked, will make history repeat itself and 
the vicious cycle will prevail irrespective of whatever 
excuses will be given. 

The criminal activities committed on the people in the 
affected areas by some NRA soldiers has already created 
adverse feelings against the NRM [National Resistance 
Movemeni] ment by the affected, who are 
ecageriy awaiting the outcome of the committee of 
inquiry which the Minister of State in the Prime Minis- 
ter’s Office resident in Gulu, Mrs Betty Bigombe and the 
Deputy Commander Major General Fred Rwigyema 
said they would institute to bring those involved to book 
and or to compensate those affected. 


Although unlike in the past regimes, the NRM has taken 
steps to take soldiers to court for the crimes they com- 
mit, it should take steps to prevent the occurrences of 
such crimes, say, by screening the soldiers in the army 
and stopping recruiting into the army soldiers from the 
past criminal! armies under a lage of convenience. 
After ali, despite all the reconciliation the NRM has 
shown so far, the war of rebellion is still continuing. 


The NRM should know that it is still on test, its soldiers 
should act with restraint while tracking down rebels for it 
is difficult to get and maintain respect and confidence 
among the peasants but very easy to lose it once you turn 
guns against them. 
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Pik Botha Welcomes OAU Observers in Namibia 
MB2503091789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0914 GMT 25 Mar 8&9 


[Text] Cape Town March 25 SAPA—The minister of 
foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, confirmed today on 
inquiry that he had dispatched a message to the OAU via 
the offices of the UN-Secretary Geaeral, indicating that 
the OAU was welcome to send a number of observers to 
Namibia during the transitional period. 


Mr Botha, in his statement, indicated that he appreci- 
ated the fact that Namibia, as an African country, would 
like to join the OAU after independence, and the fact 
that a number of African heads of state and leaders had 
played an important role in facilitating the various 
agreements for Namibian independence and Cuban 
withdrawal from Angola. 


In the light of all these, it was appropriate to send this 
message to the OAU, he said. 


Views ‘Remarkable’ Cuban Meeting 
MB2703052889 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 27 Mar 89 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The Caribbean Island of Cuba—slightly smaller in 
size than the Free State—has long been active in the 
anti-South African vendetta. Under the rule of Fidel 
Castro for 30 years, Cuba is rigidly committed tu com- 
munism and is a chief exporter of revolution to Central 
America and to Africa. For her part, South Africa has 
resolutely opposed the export by Cuba of revolution to 
southern Africa. Last year, South Africa took decisive 
action to repulse Cuban military aggression and, in 
diplomatic parleys, insisted on the removal of Cuban 
soldiers from the subcontinent. 


nst this background, the reception accorded the South 
delegation at the trilateral talks in Havana last 
week was remarkable. It went beyond the diplomatic 
niceties required of the Cuban Government as this 
month’s host of meetings of the joint commission on the 
South Western African peace accords. During their visit, 
the South Africans were invited to lunch by President 
Castro and were able to have informal but frank talks with 
him. On a humanitarian level, there was the good news of 
the imminent release of rifleman Johan Papenfus. 


That an official South African delegation was in Havana 
at all last week was due, in the first place, to South 
Africa's political strength in a regional context. South 
Africa negotiated on the peace accords for South West- 
ern Africa last year from a position of strength as the 
regional power in southern Africa. The friendly climate 
in Havana last week must be seen as acknowledgement 
by Cuba of this and other realities of the situation in 
southern Africa, of which Dr Castro’s government has 
first hand knowledge. It also confirms the fact that the 
communist powers are reassessing their policy, and 
strategies, on southern Africa. 
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Strategists in the Soviet Union have apparently accepted 
that revolutionary tactics against South Africa are not 
going to succeed in overthrowing the status quo in this 
country. They have decided to approach ihe situation 
through political means rather than through the military 
means advocated by the African National 

Soviet spokesman are at pains to stress that the 


There can be no question of South Africans relaxing their 
vigilance against utionary or communist-inspired 
actions inside the country. Nor can South Africa abandon 
her commitment to halting communist expansionism in 
southern Africa. But any relaxation of tensions in southern 
Africa can only be of benefit to South Africa. In this 
regard, the new mood in the communist bloc could well 
have a favourable effect on the interaction on southern 
African issues between governments such as those of 
Britain and the Soviet Union. This, in turn, could be 
conducive to a ase seas Gone © commas Sine S 
which there can tion between South 


SAPA Comments 
MB2403 154789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1536 GMT 24 Mar 89 


{[Embargoed Until 2200 GMT 24 Mar 89] 


[Text] London June 24 SAPA—The British prime min- 
ister, Margaret Thatcher, has made the release of Nelson 
Mandela a precondition before she considers a visit to 
South Africa. Mrs Thatcher was speaking in a BBC 
World Service interview on the eve of a trip to a number 
of African states, excluding the Republic. 


She said: “I've made it quite clear that I couldn't go (to 
South Africa) until something quite positive and 
Mr Mandela is released, because if I did go I think it might 
be misinterpreted and I wouldn't have that for worlds. I 
think that there are chances of things improving enor- 
mously in South Africa once Mr Mandela is released, then 
I think it opens the way for negotiations to start. But | 
couldn't go just at the moment until there are more signs of 
that happening, and it would be two things, the release of 
Mr Mandela and his freedom to put his own views. 


“Also I think there should be a forswearing of violence as 
a way to proceed, because when the release of Mandela 
happens | believe that opens up the possibility for 
negotiations. 

“At the same time you will be keeping up the economic 
success of South Africa, which gives everyone a very 
much better chance of coming through to a highly 
successful country.” 


Questioned whether she would go to South Africa on her 
forthcoming African trip if Mr Mandela was released, 
Mrs Thatcher said she had a very full programme, “but 
it would make possible a visit at some time”. The British 
premier said the Mandela issue had been discussed when 
she had a “very frank” meeting with the South AFrican 
foreign minister, Pik Botha, in London recently. 
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“He made it quite clear and I think, I hope, that I'm not 
misinterpreting him, which I try not to do, that he 
himself wished to see the release of Mr Mandela and he 
too thought that it would open the way to negotiations, 
so I think it is on the agenda.” 


Mrs Thatcher said the probiems of South Africa could 
not be solved on the same lines as the Lancaster House 
solution to the Rhodesian issue. 


“Southern Rhodesia had done what's known as UDI 
{Unilateral Declaration of Independence] and had pre- 
viously been under British rule. South Africa was given 
independence seven or eight years after the Boer War as 
the Union of South Africa and has been an independent 
country for a very long time.” 


Restating her crposition to major economic sanctions 
against South Africa, Mrs Thatcher said sanctions most 
certaintly did not work in the Rhodesian case. 


“If anything they strengthened the economy,” she said. 


Mrs Thatcher, while st-essing that it was not up to her to 
Suggest or try imposing a solution in South Africa, said: 
“I think you'll have to have one person, one vote—that 
does not necessarily mean in a unitary state. They will 
have to work it out. 


“From my knowledge of South Africa it is made up of 
many and varied peoples. They will have to work out 
how it is done.” 


She continued: “It is not for us from this country to suggest 
or to impose. It is for us to say you must get down to 
negotiations, that the world is waiting and wanting it. 
You're all going to have to live there with one another and 
therefore you must come to what you find a good working 
arrangement for you to live in péace and to develop the 
economy of that country to the advantage of you all.” 


Mrs Thatcher said if Mandela was released negotiations 
would become possible with some of the other many 
black South African leaders. 


“Obviously they're not a people, any more 
than we are in Europe. It’s not possible I think for Chief 
Buthelezi, who is head of the Zulus, to negotiate unless 
Mr Mandela were released. 


“Another very able person who comes here and talks to 
us sometimes is Chief Mubusa of the South African 
Swazis...and there are several others who have been used 
to having power, each in their own particular sphere. 


“Now, none of them could enter into negotiations before 
the release of Mr Mandela together with the freedom to 
put his own viewpoint.” 

The British premier said she had the impression that 
things and attitudes in South Africa were changing. 
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“I am told that things have already changed enormously 
in South Africa. I can't judge, it is a long time since I've 
been there. The last time was round about 1972, the only 
time I went, and I'm told by everyone who goes that 
there is an enormous change, that things are economi- 
cally very much freer. We have been heiping, particularly 
with the education of black South Africans, and I note 
that there are now far more black South Africans who 
matriculate than there are white South Africans, which is 
as it should be. We naturally are anxious for things to 
move on to the next stage. I think most people accept 
that it must happen and that it will happen. It’s as ifa | 
new world is waiting to be born.” 


Mrs Thatcher starts her African trip next week, visiting 
Morocco, Nigeria, Malawi and Zimbabwe. 


Comments Signal ‘Important Changes’ 
MB2603085089 Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR 
in English 26 Mar 89 pp 1, 2 


(“The Big Thaw is Growing”) 


[Text] Important new evidence of an international 
breakthrough has emerged after it was revealed this week 
that representatives from Poland and Hungary recently 
visited South Africa on a hush-hush trade mission. 


This forms part of the thaw in relations between South 
Africa and Soviet Bloc countries, including frequent unof- 
ficial diplomatic contact with the Soviet Union itself. 


The news comes on top of other developments which 
couid signal important changes in international attitudes 
towards South Africa. 


—The ANC has been brought under unprecedented 
pressure to renounce violence as a prelude to a British- 
sponsored “peace conference”. 


—Dr Fidel Castro, the Cuban leader, went so far as to 
tell South African negotiators on the joint commission 
meeting in Havana that he did not wish South Africans 
to regard Cuba as an enemy. 


Mr Pik Botha, it is understood, met the Soviet Deputy 
Foreign Minister, Mr Anatoliy Admishin, during his 
talks with Mozambique’s President Joaquim Chissano, 
with a view to using joint Soviet, American and South 
African mediation to end the civil war in Mozambique. 


John Maclenman reports that British Prime Minister 
Mrs Margaret Thatcher told Mr Botha she has had 
positive indications that important black leaders would 
be prepared to engage in talks with the National Party 
once Nelson mandelia is released. 


It is understood KwaZulu Chief Minister Buthelezi is 
among their number. 
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This is one of the most positive developments yet in the 
continued fever surrounding the possibility of Mandela's 
release and a possible breakthrough leading to constitu- 
tional talks. 


Mrs Thatcher's initiative takes on special significance in 
the light of the Soviet Union's newly-stated affirmation 
that violent means provide no answer to the region's 
problems. 


Sue Leeman reports from London that on the eve of her 
departure for an African tour Mrs Thatcher offered to 
help set up a regional peace conference after Mandela '< 


She also delivered another clear-cut statement of her 
intent to continue opposing economic sanctions. 


She said a negotiated settlement was the best route to 
peace in South Africa and the process would be set in 
motion with the release of Mr Mandela. 


She emphasised she would not visit South Africa until he 
is released, but at the same time praised President Botha 
for implementing “considerable” reforms. 


The bottom line, she said, was “one person, one vote, 
(but) that does not necessarily :nean in a unitary state”. 


She said she believed there was the chance that the South 
African situation could improve enormously once Man- 
dela was free. 


The release of Mandela was one of the main subjects 
discussed by Mrs Thatcher and Foreign Minister Mr Pik 
Botha during her talks in London last week. 


In response to an inquiry, Mr Botha said: “I told Mrs 
Thatcher that the State President has consistently, in 
public and in private, expressed compassion for Mr Man- 
dela and ined the Government's concern with the 
possibility of a renewal of violence accompanying his 


“Mrs Thatcher fully appreciated our view and stated that 
Mr Mandela and the ANC ought to for-swear and 
abandon violence. 


“She felt that Mr Mandela's unconditional release would 
facilitate discussions between South African black lead- 
ers and the Government. 


“She added that a number of important black leaders 
have already stated their willingness to join such discus- 
sions should Mr Mandela bz: released. 


“She felt the South African Government should release 
Mr Mandela and that he should abandon violence.” 
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South Africa's more cordial relations with the socialist 
world has had severa) spin-offs recently, writes David 
Breier. 


said to be taking place with the Soviet Union and several 
of its allies. 


The H and Polish trade representatives visit to 
South Africa was hugh-hush, but was confirmed by 
several diplomatic sources this week. 


expanding South Africa’s trade relations. 


RSA ‘To Dominate’ Thatcher Africa Tour 
MB2603063389 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0600 GMT 26 Mar 89 


[Text] Details have been released of British Prime Min- 
ister Mrs Margaret Thatcher's visit to Zimbabwe during 
her tour of Africa. 


The Zimbabwe news agency, ZIANA, reports that Mrs 
Thatcher will have talks with President Robert Mugabe 
of Zimbabwe and President Joaquim Chissano of 
Mozambique in Nyanga. She is expected in Harare on 28 
March for a 3-day visit. 


She will also meet members of the British military 
advisory and training team. The situation in South 
Africa is expected to dominate talks during her visit to 
Zimbabwe and Malawi. 


She will also visit Morocco and Nigvria during her 5-day 
tour of Africa. 


P.W. Botha Sees Mandela Release Key to Indaba 
MB2603 100089 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 26 Mar 89 p I! 


[By political correspondent Lester Venter] 


[Text] President P.W. Botha plans to bow out of office in 
a shower of accolades, which may include the release of Mr 
Nelson Mandela, the African National Congress leader. 


Expectations have grown among National Party MPs 
and internationally that this is the hand Mr Botha will 
play as the only means of getting his Great Indaba plan 
launched. 
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This, in turn, will allow him to retire with honour, 
leaving the country with a measure of hope and earning 
himself international plaudits. 


Many politicians and senior diplomats believe Mr Botha 
is now resigned to the inevitable: that after the next 
general election he will not be the NP’s candidate for the 
presidency. 

But before that hzppens he is determined to rehabilitate 
his image as the man who set SA on the path to reform, 
and write his name large in the final chapter of his 
10-year history as head of government. 


Mr Botha has often set as the ultimace goal of his 
administration the creation of an Indaba where South 
African leaders will work ovt a new constitutional deal. 


Mr Botha would also be able to see out his term, which 
expires in September, having seen Namibia on the road 
to independence, the ending of the Angolan war and the 
positioning of SA as a regional power. 


However, senior NP men close to Mr Botha accept—and 
they say he does, too—that he cannot realise his plans for 
the Indaba without Mr Mandela's release. 


Several prominent black leaders have made it clear this 
is an absolute precondition for sitting down with the 
Government. 


The prospect of Mr Mandela's release caused a high level 
of expectations in foreign zapitals this week. 


British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, on her way to 
several important meetings in Africa, talks hopefully 
about Mr Mandela's release soon after her meeting with 
Foreign Minister Pik Botha 10 days ago. 


She said she would not cortemplate visiting SA while Mr 
Mandela remained a prisoner and that his release would 
“facilitate” the participation of black leaders “who have 
indicated their willingness to join discussions if Mr 
Mandela is released”. 


Mandela Release To Possibilities’ 
MB2603 135989 Jobiz:: RAPPORT in Ajrikaans 
26 Mar 89 pp 1,2 

[By Johan Vosloo] 


[Excerpts] ANC leader Nelson Mandela could be released 
why en mit ee whey ec He senne oy | 
his foreswearing of violence. An internal wing of the 
could even emerge and also foreswear violence. 


This possibility has been the object of intense discussion 
in the past few days by diplomatic and political observ- 
ers. There is even talk of an announcement in parliament 
by State President P.W. Botha after the Easter recess. 


ee ae a ee ew 
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Major domestic and international breakthroughs seem 
to be within the government's grasp, and the release of 
the ANC leader could hold the key. 


This promises exciting possibilities for internal negotia- 
tions with black leaders. Internationally, this could help 
to stave off sanctions. 


Attention was this week focused on Mr Mandela's 
release, following positive statements on South African 
discussions with a senior Russian. [passage omitted] 


For some considerable time, hard work has been taking 
place behind the scenes to secure Mr Mandcia’s release. 


There is cautious optimism in diplomatic circles that 
pressure from Russia, in particular, could convince the 
ANC to reject violence. This is the only condition laid 
down by the government for the release of Mr Mandela 
and for negotiations with the ANC. 


For over a year now the USSR has been pressing the ANC 
to reconsider its strategy of violence and opt for a political 
approach. Even within the United Nations there is strong 
pressure for the ANC to change its strategy. 


Should the ANC as a whole fail to opt for a nonviolent 
strategy—which is possible—there is cautious optimism 
in certain circles that an internal wing of the organiza- 
tion could be formed which would reject violence. A free 
Mandela could play an important role in this wing. 


Discussions have already been held on finding ways to 
facilitate Mr Mandela's release. Gaining the cooperation 
of at least a section of the ANC is seen as a possibility. 
[passage omitted] 


At home, little is being said officially about progress on 
the Mandela issuc, although the matter has long been on 
the government's agenda. 


The fact that he is no longer in prison but on the 
premises of the Victor Verster near Paarl, where he 
receives visitors freely, is seen as a step in this direction. 


The possible negative consequences of his release—such 


—Internally it could give impetus to the Great Indaba. 
Although the release of other political prisoners is also 
being demanded, the release of Mandela could move 
some black leadc’s to the negotiating table. These 
leaders would most likely make it a condition that Mr 
Mandela participate in the negotiations. 


—Internationally, it could buy time for South Africa and 
assist in forestalling sanctions. In moderate circles 
overseas it has been said for some time that one 
dramatic step by South Africa, as a sign that the 
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government is still sesious about reform, would make 
constractive involvement with Pretoria possible. The 
release of Mr Mandela \'s often seen as such a step. 


This is clearly also the kind of signal Mrs Thatcher is 
waiting for. In diplomatic circles, it is known that she is 
keen to play a role in South Africa. Nor does she hide the 
fact that she wants to visit South Africa—but, she 
repeated again this weekend, something positive will 
first have to happen and Nelson Mandela must be freed. 


Lately, she has made in clear to South Africans that she 
needs positive developments in South A:rica to maintain 
her strong anti-sanctions stance. 


—Within the ANC, it may lend support to proponents of 
negotiations. 


ANC Views Possible Mandela Release 
MB2603092589 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 26 Mar 89 p le 


[By Peta Thornycroft in Harare; from the weekly “Extra” 
section] 


[Text] The release of Nelson Mandela is “imme.ent”™, 
according to a senior ANC source in Lusaka. 


He said the banned organisation in exile wouid “not be 
surprised” if his freedom coincided with Britain's Mrs 
Margaret Thatcher's visit to Zimbabwe. 


For the first time since the on/off question of Mandela's 
release surfaced in mid-1986, well placed ANC person- 
nel believe it is now on the cards. 


“We would be very surprised if Mr Mandela were to 
spend much longer in prison,” they said. 

Mandela's release is, of course, a precondition for any 
future visit to South Africa by Mrs Thatcher and is a first 
step towards anykind of negotiating process. 


It will be on Mandela and South Africa that Mrs 
Thatcher, President Robert Mugabe and President Joa- 
chim Chissano, of Mozambique, will concentrate when 
they meet on 29 March in the mountains of Nyanga. 


Mr Ch. ssano is certain to re-state his position that South 
Africa, both officially and privately, continues to sup- 
port Renamo rebels and will be emboidened in his claim 
by Washingion’s recent statement that this is fact is the 
position. 


Afrikaner Students Confer With ANC in Lasaka 
MB2403 184489 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 24 Mar 89 


ext] Afrikaner students from South Africa's Stelien- 
University began talks with the African National 
Congress in Lusaka today. The 20 men and women from 
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the university's Students F.epresentative Council have 
already held talks with officials from the Soviet Union 
and Cuba, and Zambian-based African diplomats, dip- 
lomatic sources said. 


The leaders of the ANC have met prominent white South 
Africans before. Two politicians from the extreme right- 
wing Ccnservative Party will share a platform with the 
ANC at a meeting in Bermuda next week. 


The students, whose trip was organized by Afrikaner 
journalist Hennie Serfontein, arrived on Wednesday [22 
Mar]. 


Police Report Details Violence, Deaths 


Stoning, Bombing Reported 24 Mar 
MB2503070889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0615 GMT 25 Mar 89 


[Text] Johannesburg March 25 SAPA—A bus was exten- 


sively damaged at Diepkloof, Sowetc, when a group of 
people hurled stones at it, the police unrest report states. 


No one was injured. The group dispersed before police 
arrived on the scene. 


At Inanda near Durban a group of about 10 people 
hurled a petrol bomb at a private dwelling and fled. 
There were no injuries, police said. 


2 Stabbed 25 Mar 
MR206¢63063789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0629 GMT 26 Mar 89 


[Text] Johannesburg March 26 SAPA—Two men were 
found stabbed and three houses were petrol bombed, 
eccording to the overnight police unrest report. 


At Gazaduzo near Durban, police said the body of a man 
was found in the veld. The man had been stabbed in the 
chest. Police said a murder docket has been opened. 


At Inanda near Durban, a group of people hurled petrol 
bombs at three private dwellings. The group a:<oersed 
before police arrived on the scene. No one was injured. 


At Fredville near Inchanga, Natal, the body of a man was 
found in the veld. He had been stabbed. A case of 
murder is being investigated, police said. 


4 Killed 27 Mar 
ME2703064389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0633 GMT 27 Mar 89 


[Text] Pretoria Mar 27 SAPA—Herewith the SA Police's 
overnight unrest report: 


At Sinatheng. near Edendale, the body of an adult male 
was found. The cause of death is still unknown. A 
murder case is being investigated. 
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Also at Sinatheng, a group of people huricd petrol bombs 
at a private dwelling, setting it as well as a vehicle alight. 
Police used tearsmoke and birdshot to disperse the 
crowd. No injuries have been reported to the police. 


Also at Sinatheng, the body of an adult male was found 
with stab wounds. A murder case is being investigated. 


At Inanda near Durban, a group of people set alight several 
private dwellings. The group dispersed before police 
arrived at the scene. No injuries were reported. 


At River view near Pinetown, a group of people raided a 
shop, stealing the stock and ruining the building. Two 
black men were killed. The group dispersed before police 
arrived. 


Durban Detainee To End Hunger Strike 27 Mar 
MB2603 144789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1443 GMT 26 Mar 89 


[Text] Durban, March 26, SAPA—Durban detainee San- 
dile Thusi, in serious condition after 36 days on a hunger 
strike, will suspend his strike tomorrow, his lawyer said 
today. 


At the weekend, the Rev F1..ak Chikane, general secre- 
tary of the South African Council of Churches, said 
Thusi, who has been fasting to protest against his deten- 
tion without trial, was considering suspending his strike. 
At the time, Mr Chikane added Thusi had not made a 
final decision. 


Mr Chikane visited Thusi yesterday at St. Aidan’s Hos- 
pital in Durban and also spoke by telephone to the 
minister of law and order, Mr Adriaan Vlok. 


Restrictions on Released Detainees Decried 
MB2403111589 Johannesburg VRYE WEEKBLAD 
in Afrikaans 23 Mar 89 p 12 


[Editorial] 


[Text] When detention without trial was introduced by 
government in 1963, South Africa entered a new era of 
inhuman suppression. Thousands of people found them- 
selves behind bars without attempts to try them, and 
more than 40 South Africans died in detention. The state 
of emergency expanded detention without trial, and, as a 
result, among the thousands detained were children. 


Detainees served 1,000 days and longer, without any 
evidence brought against the vast majority. Law and 
Order Minister Adriaan Vlok’s recent negotiations over 
detainees should be welcomed, despite the fact that it 
resulted in a hunger strike. 


Instead of freedom, detainees “released” are forced by 
restrictions into jails without bars: their own homes. The 
action of the four detainees who sought refuge in the 
West German Embassy have focused the spotlight on the 
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government’s release process. Replacing cell walls is no 
freetom. If there is any evidence against those served 
with restrictions, they should be taken to court. 


* Freed Black Consciousness Men Restricted 
34000308a Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
17 Feb 89 p 3 


[Article by Mokgadi Pela: “Freed BC Men Blocked”} 


[Text] Twelve members of the Black Consciousness Move- 
ment who were released on Tuesday after spending two 
years in detention were served with restriction orders. 


This brings to 25 the number of black consciousness 
members who have been restricted in the Western Trans- 
vaal township of Bekkersdal alone. The other 13 were 
restricted late last year. 


The conditions of their release prohibits them from 
taking part in any activities of the Azanian Peoples’ 
Organisation (Azapo), Azanian Students’ Movement 
(Azasm) and Azanian Youth Organisation. 


The orders further restricts them to the magisterial 
district of Westonaria. 


Those who were restricted are: Mr Moses Montshiwa 
(24), Isaac Montshiwa (20), Richard Mabina (20), 
Joseph Makobane (20), Moses Ndikolo (22), Honey 
Mphatwe (24), William Modise (19), Paulos Malindi 
(19), Joel Molete (21), Hendrick Mchunu (20), Phillip 
Mgithi (19) and Tlhoriso Phake (32). 


National Party Leadership Negotiations Viewed 
MB2403 131389 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1800 GMT 23 Mar 89 


[Text] An understanding seems to have been reached on 
the leadership dilemma in the National Party after a week 
of intense discussion and negotiation. Johan Pretorius 
reports from Cape Town that all eyes will be on the 
National Party caucus meeting on 6 April, which President 
Botha will attend at the invitation of Mr F.W. de Klerk. 


[Pretorius] On the eve of the Easter weekend, the mood 
in the National Party is one of cautious relief and 
optimism, and it looks as if the concentrated efforts of 
the past week to find a solution to the dilemma posed by 
the separation of the posts of state president and leader 
in chief of the party early last month have been success- 
ful. An understanding has apparently been reached on 
how to handle the matter in the immediate future, after 
senior cabinet ministers played mediating roles and 
President Botha and Mr de Klerk discussed the matter in 
depth on Tuesday [21 Mar]. Matters relevant to the 
problem were also bound to have received the cabinet’s 
attention yesterda',, and it looks as if a greater under- 
standing has been formulated, the details of which will, 
in all probability, become known on the 6 April after the 
caucus discussion, which President Botha will attend. 
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On 6 April, there will also be the first joint meeting of the 
three houses of parliament after the Easter recess for the 
first reading debate of the appropriation bill, an ideal 
occasion for announcements. It is clear that an election 
date forms a crucial part of the party’s future planning, 
and it now seems possible that an election could be held 
in the second half of the year. This will mean that 
President Botha will be able to serve out his term, and 
that the posts can be reunited when Mr de Klerk takes 
over from him. He is bound to be the National Party’s 
candidate for president if the party again has a majority 
in the House of Assembly. Yesterday, Mr de Klerk 
announced that an extraordinary meeting of the NP 
caucus, involving members of the President’s Council 
and other political functionaries of the party, would be 
held on 8 April. He pointed out that the decision to hold 
such a meeting had been taken long ago, and that this 
was done periodically to discuss matters of special party 
interest, and of national importance. President Botha 
will not attend this meeting. 


* De Klerk Slated To Be Next State President 
34000307a Johannesburg FINANCIAL MAIL in 
English 10 Feb 89 pp 28-29 


[Text] F. W. de Klerk is likely to be the next State 
President, but the issue is not cut and dried. He wil! have 
to work hard to consolidate his position as heir apparent 
after last week’s divisive National Party [National Party] 
leadership struggle. 


The gap between his supporters and those of Finance 
Minister Barend du Plessis, thought to reflect major 
differences over the desirable pace of reform, remains 
deep. An exhilarated Du Plessis faction, who saw their 
outsider come within five votes of party leadership—and 
possibly the presidency—is unlikely to relapse into stem- 
vee docility. 


Meanwhile, until the ailing P. W. Botha steps down from 
the State presidency too, the crown prince is in the 
unprecedented—and administratively untenable—posi- 
tion of leading the governing party, but without consti- 
tutional authority to govern. 


Stellenbosch Africa Studies professor and Tuynhuys 
watcher Willie Breytenbach says De Klerk’s ambiguous 
position poses a dilemma for the governing process. It 
must be clarified—and soon, if De Klerk is to have a fair 
a a 


Under the old constitution, De Klerk would automati- 
cally have become PM [prime minister] and as such chief 
political executive. But Botha still holds that post, 
though he has no party function. De Klerk will have to 
reconcile executive action over which he has no control 
with party policy for which he is responsible. A further 
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complication is the position and role of Chris Heunis, 
who may have lost out irrevocably in the leadership 
stakes, but remains Acting State President. It could make 
for an uneasy troika. 


The proposed reintroduction of the post of PM would 
formalise F. W.’s position, but not necessarily clear up the 
confusion over powers and responsibility. In any event, 
there’s no guarantee that the opposition of the Labour 
Party to any constitutional change can be overcome. 


To compound the problem, some MPs [Members of 
Parliament] believe they voted last week not just for a 
new leader but for the NP’s candidate for the presidency 
once Botha goes, while others claim De Klerk was only 
elected NP leader and that further nominations must be 
called for to choose a presidential candidate. That’s 
when Du Plessis may again enter the fray—at the risk of 


splitting the party. 


Some insiders are confident that the caucus will close 
ranks when the time comes and unanimously nominate 
the new leader. 


But if, by then, there has been a general election which 
has brought further CP [Conservative Party] inroads in 
the Transvaal—where F. W’s own seat is one of the most 
vulnerable—all bets would be off. Could the NP really 
reward a leader defeated in his own seat with the highest 
office of State, especially as his provincial strength in the 
caucus will have been numerically weakened? 


Breytenbach agrees that the issue could be a major threat 
to party unity. “Unlike last Thursday, the long knives 
will be out at the next election.” 


De Klerk is obviously aware of his difficult position. 
Though he declines to reveal what was discussed when he 
met Botha at the president’s Cape Town residence, West- 
brook, on Monday morning, he is likely to have sought 
clarity on his (De Klerk’s) position as a policy-maker. 


Botha’s apparently cool reaction to De Klerk’s election 
isn’t helping the new NP boss, either. Not only did he 
have to wait four days before being summoned to 
Westbrook with little notice, but a senior Cabinet min- 
ister reminds the FM [FINANCIAL MAIL] that by 
Monday night Botha had still not publicly congratulated 
De Klerk on his election. 


This could confirm that F. W. would not have been P. 
W.’s own choice of successor. 


Or could the reason be that Botha’s condition is more 
serious than we are led to believe? The FM understands 
that Westbrook has been turned into a mini-medical 
centre staffed by personnel from 2 Military Hospital. 
One medical source says that some of the doctors believe 
Botha should not have been discharged from hospital so 
soon. He is understood to be disorientated and forgetful. 
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Implicit evidence of his condition came from Information 
Minister Stoffel van der Merwe, who last week told foreign 
journalists at a briefing in Cape Town that doctors had 
advised against showing Botha a copy of Heunis’s opening 
of parliament address before it was delivered. 


As the FM went to press De Klerk was working on a speech 
for this week’s joint parliamentary debate on the Acting 
State President’s opening address. Indications are that it 
will contain a fairly detailed statement of his plans. 


While the timing of Botha’s resignation as NP leader and 
the caucus decision to elect a successor immediately 
came out of the blue, the choice of De Klerk was less 
surprising. He has long been tipped as the man most 
likely to replace P. W. in Tuynhuys. 


The surprises were Du Plessis’ strong showing; Magnus 
Malan’s non-showing; Pik Botha’s poor showing (though 
his immense public popularity has nevcr been matched 
in the caucus); and the humiliation of Cape NP leader 
Chris Heunis (see Current Affairs). 


On 25 September 1987 the FM profiled De Klerk as P. 
W.’s most likely successor. We said the post-Botha 
presidency would require great political and economic 
skills which De Klerk did not seem to have. Nothing has 
happened to change that opinion. 


Nevertheless, it is necessary to re-examine the president- 
in-waiting, not only in terms of his own abilities and 
ings, but against Botha’s iron-fisted 10-year 


reign 


P. W. will be a hard act to follow. The possibility that De 
Klerk will merely be an ineffective stopgap president 
while the NP decides where it wants to go cannot be 
ruled out. He won't command the fearful respect 
accorded to Botha by the party and cannot be sure of the 
same staunch (if waning in the Transvaal) backing from 
Nasionale Pers newspapers. Naspers chairman and P. W. 
Botha confidant Piet Cillie told foreign journalists in 
Cape Town this week that in his opinion De Klerk does 
not have the necessary “steel in his teeth” t® lead SA. 


Breytenbach says De Klerk strikes him as a man unwill- 
ing to take calculated risks—“‘and we live in a time when 
calculated risks should be taken.” 


Political scientist Hennie Kotze points to De Klerk’s 
relatively small majority in the caucus and says the new 
leader will have to spend some time consolidating his 
power base before asserting himself. 


But De Klerk may not have that time. Within a year he 
will have to lead the party in a touch election campaign 
against a formidable rightwing challenge and possibly 
rejuvenated “Left.” The legacy of the Botha era—for 
which he will be held accountable—will include an 
independent Namibia probably governed by Swapo 
{South-West African People’s Organization] (which the 
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Right will exploit as the “surrender to the enemy” of 
SA’s fifth province); a crumbling Group Areas Act that is 
threatening civil order because government doesn’t have 
the political courage to either scrap or enforce it; the 
repeated failure of efforts to negotiate change with black 
leaders; increasing evidence of corruption and misman- 
agement in politics and the bureaucracy; a weakened 
economy; a shameful human rights record; and unabat- 
ing international isolation. 


Views on how the NP under De Klerk will fare in an 
election are divided. Kotze believes the party will go to 
the polls intact but lose seats to both Left and Right, 
Causing unease within the party. A poor showing coupled 
to a bad economy and a leader who has been unable to 
establish himself will see a further split to the Left. 


Breytenbach on the other hand sees De Klerk as bad 
news for the Conservative Party (CP). He believes the 
new leader will halt the growth of the Right, already 
suffering image problems following a mediocre showing 
in last year’s municipal elections and the aftermath of 
Boksburg. He detects signs that a significant number of 
CP supporters backed the party in the last election purely 
as a protest against P. W. Botha and Heunis, and will 
return to the NP fold under De Klerk’s leadership 
without there having to be a major change in policy. 


Breytenbach believes that, as the most conservative of 
the four candidates, De Klerk will be in the strongest 
position to take the reform leap without arousing suspi- 
cion among more conservative Nats—assuming, of 
course, that he’ll want to. 


The similarities between De Klerk and P. W. Botha are 
minimal. A significantly different style can be expected 
from a De Klerk administration. The iron fist may make 
way for a velvet glove. Most important perhaps is that 
De Klerk is not close to the security establishment that 
has thrived under P. W. Botha, so a return to a slightly 
more open and accountable type of civilian government 
seems the most likely perceptible change. 


Breytenbach points out that De Klerk has never held a 
security portfolio; his rule could give impetus to the swing 
back towards civilian government, a move characterised 
last year by the highly successful diplomatic initiatives of 
Foreign Affairs Director General Neil van Heerden. 


Political commentator Otto Krause agrees: “De Klerk, 
unlike P. W. Botha, has never been intimately involved 
with the security establishment. Taking his strong dem- 
ocratic instincts into account, one may expect a greater 


emphasis on policy aspects.” 


This may mean more consultation across a wider spec- 
trum and less of the autocracy that became a hallmark of 
the Botha years. But it need not mean a more enlight- 
ened approach to “reform.” 
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Though his acceptance speech last week tried to appeal 
to the powerful “reformist”—that is, Barend backers— 
group in the caucus and effectively pledged to continue 
reform, there is no evidence that De Klerk believes in 
any greater degree of political change than Botha. 
Indeed, with the right wing breathing down his neck in 
the Transvaal, he may even be inclined to do nothing 
rather than risk further erosion of his position. He is also 
known as a fence-sitter in may respects and may bend 
with the political wind far more than Botha ever did. 


De Klerk believes strongly in the main pillar of NP 
policy—“group” rights. But he also believes that a sys- 
tem in which a white minority rules a black majority is 
“untenable.” The apparent contradiction forms the basis 
of his personal political philosophy—group security and 
equal rights for all. 


Opponents are warning De Klerk. In parliament on 
Monday, Labour Party No 2 Miley Richards said: “We 
must rid ourselves of group thinking. The majority of 
people are ready for that.” 


But Kotze reckons De Klerk will continue to insist on the 
artificial creation of “own affairs” in line with his 
thinking on the “group” issue. This may cause problems 
among NP MPs who have a more verligte interpretation 
of free association. 


Not so, says Krause. “Whoever said that putting empha- 
sis ON group interests is necessarily verkramp? It is 
largely a figment of the opposition propagandistic imag- 
ination trying to categorise everything in terms of Left 
and Right, ignoring the very real factor of group self- 
interest. His policy statements are perhaps far more 
verlig than those of any other minister.” But what 
emerged during an in-depth interview with the FM in 
1987 was that, while De Klerk has a keen appreciation of 
the harsh realities of SA politics, his thinking on possible 
solutions is tightly hemmed in by Nationalist ideology. 


“There are millions of people who do not as yet enjoy the 
same rights as others; who are suffering as a result of 
backlogs that can be historically explained; who are not 
participating at all levels in decision-making. You must 
provide full participation for them. You must evolve a 
system in which everyone will participate, but still with 
security for minorities and where no one group will be 
able to dominate another,” he said. 


De Klerk is under no illusion that his mission will be 
easy, but believes we have the will and ability to over- 
come our problems and develop in 20 to 25 years into a 
significant economic power. 


“The road ahead will be tough, there are no short cuts or 
quick fixes. But if we succeed—and I’m sure we can and 
will—in getting reasonable people from all population 
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groups to stand up and be counted and to assert them- 
selves in this watershed period, I have no doubt that we 
will come out strongly on the other side and that we 
won't only survive, we will prosper,” he said. 


All well and true, but nothing there to suggest that this is 
a man who can bring an incisive new insight to help 
break the logjam. 


And on two major issues he is relatively, if not com- 
pletely, untested: negotiation and economics. None of 
the portfolios De Klerk has held exposed him either to 
hard bargaining with black politicians, or issues of key 
national economic significance. 


But his ability (and confessed willingness) to be flexi- 
ble—or bend with the wind, depending on how generous 
one wishes to be—may make negotiations with black 
leaders (particularly the tougher-minded, like Mangosu- 
thu Buthelezi) easier than with P. W.’s rigid and pre- 
scriptive approach. 


He believes that negotiation is a give-and-take process: 
rigidity is bad. While the NP has views on many issues, 
it is prepared to share power and reach a situation where 
de jure and de facto it no longer dominates. 


“Refusal to accept this as a departure point implies 
support for a system where a majority will be able to 
dominate minorities, and I’m sure that’s unacceptable to 
the leaders of all minority groups,” he said. 


De Klerk says his “management style” is to convince 
people of the correctness of his views rather than simply 
lay down the law, “because by doing so you take them 
with you and the decision has a chance of acceptance and 
successful implementation.” 


His biggest hurdle may prove to be the economy and his 
relationship with the business community. Under the 
shadow of the right wing, he may be even less inclined than 
Botha to introduce the sort of measures many economists, 
business leaders and even government's own officials say 
are necessary to put the economy back on its feet. 


Though he is reported to have strong ties in the business 
world, his views on the role of business in politics verge 
on complete intolerance. In 1987, De Klerk stated: ““My 
philosophy is sovereignty within one’s own sphere (soe- 
wereiniteit in eie kring). Whenever a government inter- 
feres in business it makes a mistake and there is an 
outcry from the business community. The opposite is 
also true; whenever business becomes too directly 
involved in politics, it’s not good for business and it’s not 
good for the country. I believe the various disciplines, in 
this case government and organised business, must 
respect each other’s autonomy.” 


This hardly suggests an acceptance of the view that politics 
is too important to be left to the politicians. On the other 
hand, to take it at face value could suggest an acceleration 
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in much-needed deregulation. And if—unlike P. W.—he is 
prepared to listen to businessmen’s views on what they 
need instead of just haranguing them, relations between 
the public and private sectors could improve. 


But all this is hypothesis. The reality is that F. W.’s 
career to date gives absolutely no indication of the 
direction in which he might lead SA. Pragmatism is all 
very well in a departmental administrator; supreme 
power needs a broader vision. Can F. W. provide that? 
The jury is still out. 


* Du Plessis as De Klerk’s Main Rival 
340003076 Johan FINANCIAL MAIL 
in English 10 Feb 89 pp 49-50 


[Text] The emergence of Finance Minister Barend du 
Plessis as the main rival to National Party [NP] leader F. 
W. de Klerk in the presidential stakes, is the reward of 
some meticulous lobbying by a group of highly ambitious 
Nat MPs [Members of Parliament]. The existence of this 
group was revealed to the FM [FINANCIAL MAIL] this 
week, after De Klerk’s election (in effect) as heir-ap- 
parent to P. W. Botha’s crown. 


Supporters of the disbanded “Club 22” (which, much to 
the ire of P. W. Botha, had earlier tried to boost Foreign 
Minister Pik Botha’s chances) were approached by Du 
Plessis supporters (now jokingly referred to as “Club 
33”) to join forces against De Klerk. De Klerk support- 
ers, led by False Bay MP Adriaan Jordaan and Springs 
MP Piet Coetzer, were meanwhile under the impression 
that the Club 33 group were only interested in neutralis- 
ing Pik Botha. 


Barend du Plessis’ decision to join the race became 
known last year, when he told the then Manpower 
Minister Pietie du Plessis (on a flight from Cape Town) 
that he was making himself available for the presidency. 
The finance minister, once a Pik Botha su , told 
Pietie (who had been the kingpin behind Club 22) that 
Pik was not interested in contesting the presidential race. 


The involvement in Club 22 by Pietie du Plessis (who has 
since resigned from the Cabinet in the wake of an investi- 
gation by the Advocate General into certain land deals 
involving his son, Johan du Plessis) is seen by Pik Botha 
supporters as one of the main reasons why their man failed 
to come close in last Thursday’s snap caucus election. 


Once Barend’s willingness to make himself available was 
known, various MPs took up the challenge. Nat insiders 
tell the FM that the office of Privatisation Minister 
Dawie de Villiers was used as the co-ordinating centre 
for the Barend ticket. And the names of two top Cape 
Nats—parliamentary whip Alex van Breda (Tyger Val- 
ley) and senior President’s Council member Pen Kotze— 
were mentioned as the brains behind Club 33. 
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Grassroots organisation was done by a number of MPs, 
with Benoni’s Johan Lemmer playing a leading role. 
Lemmer was at one stage overheard in the Hendrik 
Verwoerd building to say that his man (Barend) would 
change SA [South Africa]. 


The FM was also told of at least one occasion when 
Lemmer invited a Pik Botha supporter for drinks to the 
parliamentary village Akasia Park, urging him to vote for 
Barend du Plessis. 


Other names mentioned as Du Plessis supporters are: 
Tertius Delport (Sundays River), Dawie le Roux 
(Uitenhage), Hernus Kriel (Parow) and Lampie Fick 
(Caledon). Caucus members say maverick Innesdal MP 
Albert Nothnagel may also have voted for Du Plessis. 


Lemmer’s role is, however, questioned by other Nats, 
especially those who backed Pik Botha. The FM is told 
that Lemmer and his son accompanied the Club 22 
supporters on a bus tour to Paternoster in September 
1987, leading them to believe that he was one of them. 


Other Pik supporters on the bus tour were MPs Sakkie 
Louw (Newton Park), Callie Badenhorst (East London 
North), Hennie Smit (George), Brian Edwards (Maritz- 
burg South), Ray Radue (King Williams Town), Hennie 
Bekker (Jeppe), Attie Grobler (North Rand), Pietie du 
Plessis (who has also resigned his Lydenburg seat) and 
Leon de Beer (who resigned his Hillbrow seat after being 
convicted of electoral fraud). 


Others who used to attend functions organised by Club 22, 
usually at Pietie de Plessis’ official residence, were Deputy 
Law and Order Minister Leon Wessels, Esme Chait (nom- 
inated) and Gert Oosthuizen (Pretoria Central). 


After Club 22 disbanded another contact group was 
formed. The “Hunters’ Association,” which was formed 
in September last year, was supposedly a non-party 
group, even inviting people like the Labour Party’s Abe 
Williams to their functions. Some insiders, however, say 
that the group was used as a Pik Botha support front, 
again meeting often at Pietie du Plessis’ residence. 


Lemmer was also seen at these get-togethers. 


De Klerk’s candidature was given a major boost by the 14 
members of the Free State NP. While it is rumoured that 
De Klerk offered Free State NP leader Kobie Coetsee the 
premiership in return for his province’s support, insiders 
say that Deputy Defence Minister Wynand Breytenbach 
played a strong role in support of De Klerk; he was helped 
by Free State MP Innes Aucamp. 


Information Minister Stoffe! van der Merwe and Deputy 
Constitutional Affairs Roelf Meyer are also 
thought to have voted fo: k, while their colleague 
Leon Wessels is said to | 1is vote for Du Plessis. 
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Insiders say the Natal Nats, led by Home Affairs Minis- 
ter Stoffel Botha, rallied around De Klerk, Education 
and Training Minister Gerrit Viljoen, himself at one 
stage tipped as a contender, also voted for De Klerk. 


Defence Minister Magnus Malan’s name was also missing 
when the unusual nomination took place. While there are 
conflicting reports about where his loyalties lie, Pik Botha 
supporters are convinced that Malan voted for Botha. 


Cape Nat leader and Acting State President Chris 
Heunis seems, in a sense, to have come off worst in the 
caucus poll. 


While Pik Botha got only 16 votes (out of 130), his 
supporters point to the 1978 prime ministerial election: 
Pik received 22 votes out of a total of approximately 170 
(the Senate was then included). Even if the names of 
Pietie du Plessis, eon de Beer and Pet de Pontes (who 
all resigned) were added to Pik’s list, his fortunes seem 
not to have changed much. 


Heunis, on the other hand, got almost 50 percent fewer 
votes than the total of his representation 
During the first round, Botha had 16 votes (it is claimed 
that he did not vote for his self), Heunis 25, Du Plessis 
30 and De Klerk 59. 


In round tow, Heunis carried 2 votes (one from the Pik 
Botha camp joined him), Du Fiessis 40 (receiving 10 
Botha votes), and De Klerk 64 (five from Botha). 


During the final round, 21 Heunis supporters backed Du 
Plessis (giving him a total of 61), while five Heunis 
supporters crossed over to De Klerk, giving iim his 69 
winning votes and the party leadership. 


* White Residential Areas Earmarked for Blacks 
340003096 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
13 Feb 89 p 2 


[Articie: “Govt Looks to White Areas for Black Occupa- 
tion”) 


[Text] Cape Town—Government has started looking to 
selected white residential areas to help resolve the back- 
log in black housing. 


The move, still in the planning stage, forms part of a 
broader government rethink on how the Group Areas 
Act should be applied. 


Constitutional Development and Planning Deputy Min- 
ister Roelf Meyer said : “Government is look- 
ing at a totally new way of dealing with the problem.” 
Meyer, who is charged with responsibility for the Group 
Areas Act, said simply to apply the Act as in the past was 
“*just not on.” 


“We have to look at alternatives,” he said. 
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One of these would entail earmarking sparsely populated 
white neighbourhoods for possible future black occupa- 
tion. If whites in these areas accepted offers from the 
authorities to buy their houses, these could later be sold 
to high-income blacks. 


It appears that certain areas on the Reef, particularly the 
West Rand, could become the test cases for this experi- 
ment. 


Meyer pointed out that such a programme, if imple- 
mented, would form only part of the government strat- 
egy for dealing with the housing shortage among blacks. 


Others included encouraging the building of accommo- 
dation in existing black areas and the soon-to-be-pro- 
claimed “free settlement” or racially mixed areas. 


* Government To Control of ISCOR 
34000308c Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
16 Feb 89 p 3 


[Article by Chris Cairncross: “Govt Will Relinquish All 
Control of Iscor”] 


[Text] Cape Town—Administration and Privatisation 
Minister Dawie de Villiers said yesterday government 
was firmly committed to relinquishing all control of 
Iscor [South African Iron and Steel Corporation] at the 
end of the year, of the number of shares taken 
un by the market in its listing on the JSE [Johannesburg 
Stock Eachange]. 


He said government would prefer to sell all Iscor’s shares 
to the public at the end of the year if the market was able 
to absorb such a large issue. But common sense and the 
guarded advice of consultants and the merchant banks had 
cautioned that it would be unwise to be too optimistic. 


It was for this reason he had not pitched his hopes 
beyond being able to sell of much more than 50 percen- 
tof shares in a flotation which was destined to be SA’s 
[South Africa} largest ever after Sasol. The size of the 
issue and eventual price would only be determined closer 
to the yard-end. 


Responding to criticism that the sale of only half the 
corporations’ shares would negate the entire purpose of 
privatising in that it would not translate into a transfer of 
control, De Villiers told BUSINESS DAY that any stake 
the state retained in Iscor should be viewed separately 
from where control might lie. He stressed that control 
would be handed over. 


Heloise Henning reports that yesterday the private sec- 
tor’s liaison committee had one of its scheduled meetings 
with the Privatisation Unit executives in Johannesburg. 
The private sector expressed concern that the partial sale 
of Iscor’s shares could mean that government intended 
to keep control. 


But head of the unit, seconded merchant banker Pieter 
van Huyssteen, said he had assured representatives from 
Seifsa [Steel and Engineering Industries Federation of 
South Africa], FCI [Federated Chamber of Industries], 
AHI [African Trade Institute] and Assocom [Association 
of Chamers of Commerce] that the decision to stagger 
the sale of Iscor was a commercial rather than a political 


To sell off all of Iscor could force the price of the shares 
down. The share issues needed to be made when the 
market could bear them. 


Distinction needed to be drawn between ownership and 
control, Van Huyssteen said. Some government enter- 
prises, such as Eskom [Electricity Supply Commission] 
and Iscor, were currently fully state-owned but were 
almost autonomous. 


Following the meeting Seifsa economist Michael 
McDonald said he was still a little sceptical that govern- 
ment would relinquish control of Iscor completely. 


Mike Robertson reports that Finance Minister Barend du 
Plessis said the R600m transfer of the state's 
holding in Iscor to the Industrial Development Corpora- 
tion (IDC) should not be considered as part of govern- 
ment’s privatisation programme, Du Plessis said that 
when Iscor was privatised and a share price established, 
the IDC’s holding would be converted into shares. 


* Government Launches Free Campaign 
34000307c Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
17 Feb 89 p 3 


[Article by Sylvia du Plessis] 


[Text] ARS5m multi-media campaign to popularise free 
enterprise was launched yesterday by the Bureau for 
Information. 


Information Minister Stoffel van der Merwe said at 
Pennyville, near Soweto, the informal sector had an 
important role to play and the opportunities of free 
enterprise had to be highlighted. 


The aims of the campaign—to be conducted over two 
years—were to keep the public abreast of progress with 
deregulation and privatisation and to establish a positive 
attitude towards free enterprise. 
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He said: “Government is acutely aware, as much as the 
private sector, that its share in the economic activity of 
the country has grown to an unacceptably high level.” 


Responsible privatisation and deregulation were govern- 
ment policy and would improve the general performance 
of the economy with the accent on more entrepreneurs, 
more competition and more jobs. 


Van der Merwe said: “It should be stressed government 
cannot create free enterprise. This is the responsibility of 
the private sector.” 


SBDC [Small Business Development Corporation] MD 
Ben Vosloo said the campaign was a “commitment to 
the value of enterprise freed from a long history of state 
intervention.” 


He said for the most part it was not the public that 
needed to be convinced of the benefits of economic 
freedom, but officialdom. 


Responding to the launch, Wits law professor Louise 
Tager said she would support the campaign only if it was 
properly managed and educated people towards under- 
standing what deregulation could achieve. 


* Minister Opens New Chemical Factory 
340003066 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
13 Feb 89 p 7 


[Article by Zilla Efrat} 


[Text] In the latest import replacement move, a new 
Acetico Biochemicals factory plant will be opened on 
Friday by Economic Affairs and Technology Deputy 
Minister Theo Alant. 


The Acetico plant, situated in Olifantsfontein and built 
at a cost of R2m, will produce sodium diacetate, a vital 
ingredient for the bread-making industry. A range of 
other chemicals such as calcium acetate, calcium pro- 
prionate and mould inhibitors used by bakeries is 


planned for future production. 


Acetico is the SA [South African] associate of the world’s 
largest privately owned enzyme company, Biocon Bio- 
chemicals of Ireland, with which it has a technology 
transfer agreement. 


In 1988, JSE [Johannesburg Stock Exchange]-listed 
Lovasz Chemicals bought a controlling interest with a 
view to import replacement and expansion in world 
markets. 


Lovasz marketing manager Wolly Wolozinsky said: 
“The combination of international technology and local 
manufacturing to produce essential products used in the 
baking industry is an indication of Lovasz’s commit- 
ment to SA.” 
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He said local production of these chemicals could bring Following negotiations that had taken place around the 

down the price of bread. solving of the Namibian problem, however, says Dr 
Naude, it could be expected that an increasing number of 
behind-the-scenes informal visits, discussions and other 

* Diplomatic Relations With USSR Called For forms of communication would take place. 

34000306a Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 


8 Feb 89 p 6 The reason he advances is that Pretoria “must realise 
that the Soviet Union, like the United States, is one of 

[Article from Africa News Organisation] the two major world powers whose influence is far- 
reaching and can’t be ignored.” 


[Text] The time has come when there should be diplo- . + «nit ae: 

matic relations between South Africa and the Soviet {4c 4 Gorhaches ac aeflonied in his speech te the United 

Vane. Nations in the decision to diminish nuclear weapons 

This would enable South Africans to get a vivid picture Sides Gat am fans anaes tow am OF a0 lao 

not only of what is currently taking place in the Soviet _rejating to the achievement of peace.” 

Union, but also of strides taken by Moscow in imple- 

menting the Soviet socialist economic programme. Apartheid. } ' ins without a of aout 

“It would equally enable the Soviet Union to convey to _‘h€ Most important and primary objection that the world 
. , has against South Africa. »d its total abolition, in Dr 

the South African Government its concern about mean- yd. opinion. world be a mai to favour and 

ingful change in the whole of Southern Africa,” says the . > ee olla a Oa ay 

coordinator of the Ecumenical Advice Bureau in Johan- Promote new relations. 

nesburg and a founder-member of the Institute for a 

Democratic Alternative for South Africa (Idasa), Dr | Dr Naude does not fee! that enough of the important 

Beyers Naude. Soviet role in the settlement of the Angola-Namibia 

conflict has been disseminated in South Africa. In fact, 
Internationally renowned anti-apartheid activist Dr | “incomplete” and “sometimes biased” information has 
Naude, a former director of the Christian Institute and een received in the country. 
ex-general secretary of the South African Council of 

Churches (SACC), is also a trustee of the Kagiso Trust “But there is no doubt in my mind that on the basis of 

and minister of various Dutch Reformed Church con- _ information made available to the public, the Soviet 

gregations in South Africa. Union played a very important role behind the scenes. 

Even Chester Crocker admitted that. 

In the _* of Dr ny ye African rela- 

tions will allow Moscow to follow closely the develop- « : : ’ 

ments in Namibia after independence to ensure what pA. eee a sith of the Sa tee 

was agreed on between South Africa, Cuba and Angola —_perestroyka and Gorbachev's concern for global peace,” 

would, in fact, be honoured and implemented. asserts Dr Naude. ; 


But, laments Dr Naude, while Moscow is anxious to forge _ ; 7 
ng: ~e ' The South African authorities have not given us any 
links, Pretoria is not ready and willing—at this stage. full and objective information about the actual Soviet 


role. I believe it was a very positive one. 


“For years and years, (State President) P. W. Botha has 
very successfully used and exploited the fearofcommu- 
nism to use as an alibi for uniting whites behind the “If we knew, it would help South Africans, especially 
(ruling) National Party. Now that a total new image of Whites, to get rid of so much of their prejudices and fears 
the Soviet Union is appearing, it's going to be very Which have been imbued in them through the South 
difficult for Botha all at once to tell the (white) electorate African Government's propaganda over a period of 40 
oi South Africa that all those years it was a very astute years.” 
exercise to exploit the fear of the whites and 


to unite them behind the National Party. indi 


SA Move However, director-general of the South African Institute 

of International Affairs (SAIIA), Prof John Barratt, 
“There has never on the part of the Soviets been any __ believes the involvement of the Soviet Union in the 
inclination to break relations. This came from South Angola-Namibia conflict, though a “mentally impor- 
Africa,” Dr Naude avers. tant” one, was not direct. 
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Prof Barratt, who served 13 years in the South African 
foreign service and resigned in 1967, is an honorary 
professor at the University of the Witwatersrand in 
Johannesburg. He has been with the SAIIA, a non- 
governmental and privately funded body, now for the 
past 20 years. 


He says about the Soviet role: “I think it was important 
in that it appeared to be a shift in Soviet policy towards 
negotiated settlement of regional conflict and the fact 
that this was becoming clearer throughout the world that 
it was a very important influence of the party in the 
conflict in South-West Africa (Namibia). And I mean 
that in general, including South Africa, because Pretoria 
has always held up the Soviet Union as being the source 
of an onslaught.” 


According to Prof Barratt, the shift in Soviet policy has 
actually removed the strength of that “perceived threat” 
and has made Pretoria more inclined towards reaching a 
settlement. 


“On the other (Cuba) side, it seems to me that the 
Soviets used influence. They may not have pressured 
them but certainly used influence to persuade them not 
to necessarily surrender but to negotiate. Although the 
role the Soviet Union was not [as published], like that of 
the United States, a direct one, it was very important,” 
Prof Barratt avers. 


He is of the opinion that presently both Moscow and 
Pretoria are “suspicious” and their suspicions about 
each other have yet to be overcome. 


“As far as the Soviet Union is concerned, it takes the side 
of the Third World generally in the arguments about 
South African domestic policy overseas and the United 
Nations, and I think the Soviet Union would find it 
embarrassing to establish diplomatic relations at a time 
when the Third World, particularly Africa, has a boycott 
and refuses in terms of U.S. resolutions to establish 
diplomatic relations. 


Suspicions 


“Although the ice may have been broken between the 
two sides, there is still within the (South African) Gov- 
ernment—not the whole government—too much suspi- 
cions about Soviet mergers.” 


Yes, Prof Barratt says, there has been change—but not 
enough. 


“I think it will come later. There'll have to be a change in 
South Africa—a definite political one. It would mean a 
total abolition of apartheid.” 
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However, the Soviet Union and South Africa are not 
re’ ‘v for formal diplomatic relations, although they are 
{ formal contact. The latter, says Prof Barratt, would 
in Je exchange of views as has happened during nego- 
tiations in the Angola-Namibia conflict. 


“Both countries in my view are changing and this will 
lead to normal relations. This is a very steady process in 
existence and I don’t think anyone should expect any- 
thing to happen overnight,” says Prof Barratt. 


* Decline in Gold, Coal Mining Jobs Noted 
34000306c Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
13 Feb 89 pp 1,2 


[Article by Alan Fine] 


[Text] The 1988 decline in staffing levels in the two main 
sectors of the mining industry—gold and coal—was far 
more severe than the announcements of about 10,000 
lay-offs during the year suggested, Chamber of Mines 
statistics showed. 


Provisional figures, computed jointly by the chamber and 
the Minerals Bureau, showed the average number 
employed on gold mines in June was 523,687, 40,765 
down on the previous year. This represents the first decline 
in gold-mining employment figures in more than a decade. 


Staffing levels on SA’s [South Africa] collieries, at 
87,125, were down by 6,554 on the year and at their 
lowest mark in a decade. 


It appeared most of the jobs were lost through natural 
attrition. 


Chamber senior GM, external relations, Johann Lieben- 
berg said the next 12 months “do not look promising” as 
regards job creation on the gold mines. 


He said: “There is nothing to give us reason to believe 
the gold price will jump in the coming year. We are 
assuming it will stay where it is or drift lower. 


“The real hard facts are that working costs are increasing 
faster than revenue. Dividends are down, and, if the rand 
does not weaken, marginal mines will be in trouble.” 


For 12 of the nines affiliated to the chamber, it 
cost $385 or : tract each ounce of gold last year. 


Regarding the collieries, Liebenberg said things were look- 
ing up, but this was relative only to the 1987 downturn. 
“The domestic market is dead. The international market is 
picking up in terms of volumes and prices. 


“But here, too, we must be cautious. There remains the 
possibility of more sanctions, and the possibility of 
Australian, Columbian and Chinese production improv- 
ing. This would affect our prices and volumes. 
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“The bottom line is that the industry must be cautious, 
lest we jeopardise jobs.” The industry would closely 
watch all working costs. 

Liebenberg said it was the chamber’s traditionally cautious 
approach which had so far kept lay-offs to a minimum. 
With wage negotiations due to start, and remuneration 
representing 31 percent of working costs, Liebenberg 
said he hoped the unions would recognise the dangers the 
industry was facing. “We are both stakeholders in the 
industry.” 


NUM [National Union of Mineworkers] assistant general 
secretary Marcel Golding said the union was discussing the 

economic conditions in the industry, including the 
retrenchments suffered in the last year. Decisions on how 


the union implemented its living wage campaign this year 
would be determined by its April annual congress. 


However, he conceded the union faced difficult choices 
in dealing with the problem of marginal mines and 
retrenchments. A most unpopular solution, which the 
union had traditionally opposed as divisive, was differ- 
ential wage rates at those mines. 


But, Golding said: ““We are not oblivious as to what is 
going on. We have always been pragmatic. That is why 
we settled last year.” 


The NUM’s preparedness to compromise was dependent 
on an open and frank approach by the industry. “We 
want real and timeous proof of the difficulties the 
industry tells us it is facing.” 


While mines took decisions on matters such as retrench- 
ments well in advance, they usually gave the union one 
month’s notice and gave no serious consideration to 
creative proposed alternatives. 


Golding said the NUM accepted the need for a fair 
dividend, but this had to be put into perspective. 


Firstly, they were still high. Secondly, they represented a 
secondary form of income for most individuals, and had to 
be put into perspective next to the need for a living wage. 


Thirdly, ““we cannot accept it when good dividends are 
paid at the same time as retrenchments are being carried 
out.” Golding said this had happened with one retrench- 
ing mine last year which paid good dividends through an 
associated company. 

He said: “The industry has found many ways of hiding 
information. We want it all in the open.” 


WEEKLY MAIL Publishes Business Barometer 
MB2303 105189 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 23-30 Mar 89 p 34 


(“Business Barometer”} 


[Text] Total company profits in the 1987/88 financial 
year rose by 54.4 percent in manufacturing and by 30.6 
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percent in commerce, according to statistics released 
with last week’s Main Budget in parliament. But profits 
fell in gold and coal mining—by 14 percent and 59.4 
percent respectively. Effective tax rates were lower in all 
sectors except gold mining. In both manufacturing and 
commerce, the effective tax rate was 24 percent, while in 
gold mines it was 40 percent and in coal, 14.6 percent. 
Profits as a percentage of shareholders’ funds were 25 
percent in manufacturing, 36 percent in commerce, 38 
percent in gold mines and only 9.8 percent in coal mines. 


Gross domestic fixed investment (that is, spending on 
buildings, plant and equipment) last year rose by 6.4 
percent in real terms, according to figures released with 
the Budget. But despite this, total fixed investment is still 
lower in real terms (taking inflation into account) than it 
was in 1978, the Statistical and Economic Review points 
out. Over the past decade it has been investment in 
agriculture, forestry and fishing which has fallen fastest, 
followed by transport, storage and communication and 
then electricity, gas and water. Last year the greatest fall 
in investment was in electricity, because of the under- 
utilisation of existing power stations. The highest invest- 
ment growth last year was recorded in trade. catering and 
accommodation, followed by manufacturing. Fixed 
investment by private business enterprises rose in 1988 
by 16 percent in real terms and increased the private 
sector’s share in gross fixed investment to 66 percent 
compared with 61 percent in 1987. The share of public 
authorities and public corporation fell to 21.2 percent 
and 12.6 percent respectively. 


Inflation maintained its upward trend in February, 
according to the latest Central Statistical Services fig- 
ures. The consumer price index rose by 13.5 in the 12 
months to February, slightly higher than the January 
figures of 13.3 percent: However the monthly increase in 
the CPI slowed down to 0.8 percent in February com- 
pared to 1.6 percent in January. For the 12 months to 
February, prices rose by 11.6 percent for the lower 
income group, |2.9 percent for the middle income group 
and 14.6 percent for the higher income group. Food price 
inflation for February stood at 11.8 percent. For last year 
as a whole, consumer prices rose by 12.9 percent—the 
lowest rate since 1984—but the figure for this year is 
expected to be 15 percent. 


The year-on-year growth rate in broad money supply 
measure M3 was 26.15 percent, according to preliminary 
Reserve Bank figures. This is slightly lower than the 
(revised) January figure of 27.1 percent, indicating 
growth in credit demand is slowing down a little. Both 
figures, however, are still well above the Reserve Bank's 


new M3 target growth range of 14 to 18 percent. 


UNITA Claims Downing of Su ‘et-Made Plane 
MB2503055589 Umtata Capital Rauio in English 
0500 GMT 25 Mar 89 


[Text] UNITA claims it shot down a Soviet Built trans- 
port plane supplying Angolan Government troops. 


In a statement released in Lisbon, UNITA says the 
aircraft was hit by UNITA antiaircraft fire and crashed 
near the town of Menongue. Claiming that government 
forces are massing in Menongue, UNITA says it is ready 
to respond to any type of military offensive. There has 
been no independent confirmation on the claims. 


UNITA Radio Reports Plane Downed 
MB260305 3089 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance of the 
Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and Central 
Africa 0510 GMT 26 Mar 89 


[Text] A Soviet-made Ilyushin-76 transport plane was 
shot down by our antiaircraft defense forces 10 km 
northeast of Menongue on 21 March. The aircraft, flying 
from Luanda to Menongue, fell a few meters from the 
airport. This was reported in a communique issued by 
the FALA chief of general staff. 


The communique also says the enemy has stepped up 


military supplies to Menongue, Cuando Cubango Prov- 
ince over the last few weeks. 


* Sabotage Reminds Luanda of UNITA Presence 
34190126 Paris LE FIGARO in French 12 Feb 89 p 2 


[Article by Philippe Mudry, special correspondent in 
Luanda: “Reconciliation at a Standstill; in Depriving 
Luanda of Water and Electricity Jonas Savimbi's 
UNITA Has Pointed Out That Nothing Is Settled” — 
first four paragraphs are LE FIGARO introduction.]} 


[Text] Angola accused South Africa yesterday of having 
sent military units back into the south of its territory in 
violation of the peace agreements signed at the United 
Nations at the end of 1988. 


According to a press release by the Angolan minister of 
Defense, Pretoria’s troops were equipped with G-5 and G-6 
long-range guns and bombarded Angolan positions south of 
Caiundo in the southeastern section of the country. 


South Africa has denied the accusations by declaring that 
its “defense forces are respecting to the letter all agree- 
ments that have been signed.” 


In the Angolan capital of Luanda, life is expected to return 
fully to normal in the coming days after water and elec- 
tricity were cut off at the beginning of the week as a result 
of sabotage attributed to members of Jonas Savimbi's 
UNITA [Union for the Total Liberation of Angola]. 


Coben is Main ocr $7 eau, Wanoeies | hee 


All those who were a little too hasty in their hope were 
brutally reminded by UNITA and its leader Jonas 
Savimbi that basically, nothing has been settled. After a 
moment of hesitation in which a cease-fire was pro- 
posed, UNITA thought better of it and announced that a 
general offensive was to begin last Wednesday. 


Low Army Morale 


In Luanda’s diplomatic circles, the offensive is believed to 
be an “attempt on the part of UNITA to demonstrate that 
it cannot be overlooked as a party to the process and that 
sooner or later, there will have to be talks with UNITA.” It 
is also pointed out that the national reconciliation process 
that the United States demands and that many African 
countries would like to see is now at a standstill. 


According to sources close to UNITA, it is thought that 
the Cuban withdrawal will leave Angola's regular army, 
the FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola], in disarray. The number of those refusing 
postings, already high, is expected to grow, and morale 
among the troops will be affected. 


UNITA's military position is expected to be reinforced. 
According to independent observers in Angola, the 
rebels not only have their retreat in the southeast but are 
also solidly implanted in the region around the 

Railway, the heart of Umbundu country which supplies 
the movement with its large battalions. It is also active in 
the north and northwest of the country, near Zaire, and 
even in the Kimbundu region between Luanda and 
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Malanje, a tradition source of support for the rival of the 


ie Paap og ay amps bad at rE 


movement that is running out of steam. 


RSA Said Creating Obstacles to Border Posts 
MB2603 193089 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 26 Mar 89 


ext] Angolan Deputy Minister Venancio de 
ee is creating obstacles to 


shite b cleo aiennlienenenee 
UNITA bandits. In an interview with JORNAL DE 
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ANGOLA and Angola People’s Television, Venancio de 
Moura said that under the terms of the Geneva accord, the 
two countries should have completed the establishment of 
those posts. However, there are still three to be installed. 


at the Havana meeting among the three signatories of the 
New York accords, Angola had the opportunity of 
denouncing the continued South African and U.S. support 
for the UNITA bandits. He also said that Washington has 
justified such practice on the grounds that it did not sign 
the accords. According to Venancio de Moura, this is 
inexplicable, since the United States was a peace mediator, 
something which they claim to defend in the region. 


Venancio de Moura further disclosed that the Havana 
meeting discussed whether it was useful to establish a 
military subcommission within the verification commis- 
sion on the New York accords. However, no agreement 
was reached, and the issue was referred to the next meeting 
scheduled to be held in Cape Town, South Africa, among 
the three signatories of the New York accords. 


According to de Moura, our country might not see the need 
for the establishment of such a subcommission, since 
Angola, Cuba, and South Africa should dissolve the joint 
military commission by | April. The commission has been 
controlling Namibia's northern border with Angola. 


Venancio de Moura also spoke of the accord reached 
with South Africa on the release of all Angolan prisoners 
held by the South African authorities. 


Malawi 


* New To Ensure Fertilizer Supply 
3400028 3c yre DAILY TIMES in English 
28 Jan-3 Feb 89 pp 1, 2 


[Article by Lance Ngulube} 


[Excerpt] Malawi has made a K85 million move that will 
cushion effects of any fertiliser supply disruptions— 
probably due to external supply route factors—by form- 
ing a new company to ensure that the nation has year- 
long strategic reserves of fertilisers annually. 


The Smallhoider Farmers’ Fertiliser Revolving Fund 
(SFFRF) of Malawi has already swung into action by 
starting to construct some of the three giant fertiliser 
storage warehouses scheduk “ for Blantyre, Lilongwe 
and Mzusu, MALAWI NEWS iearnt this week. 


When completed, the three main purpose-built ware- 
houses will annually hold a total of between 70,000 and 
80,000 metric tonnes of fertilisers—Malawi's need for a 
year—under the Buffer Stock Project. 
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This move comes as a result of an agreement between the 
Malawi Government and the European Economic Com- 
munity (EEC). The reserves strategy is a change from an 
earlier practice under which Malawi's fertiliser needs 
were tackled by the year. 


The developments date back to the early 1980s when the 
Malawi Government, the International Fund for Agri- 
cultural Development and the International Develop- 
ment Association decided to form a smallholder ferti- 
liser revolving fund with the objective of restoring the 
adequate and timely financing for fertiliser procurement 


The three parties and the Agricultural Development and 
Marketing Corporation (Admarc) had contributed to the 
Fund, in 1983, K29.9 million, which was then consid- 
ered adequate to provide fertiliser: on a timely basis to 
meet needs of the Malawian smallholder farmers. 


Last year, following the approval of His Excellency the 
Life President, Ngwazi Dr. H. Kamuzu Banda, the Fund 
was re-Organised on a permanent basis as a Trust, under 
the chairmanship of the Principal Secretary in the Min- 
istry of Agricultural and a board of trustees. 


In an exclusive interview, the SFFRF general manager, Mr 
James White, stated that the new company’s main task is 
“to ensure the availability of fertilisers at all times 
throughout the country and insure against any further 
disruptions of this nation’s hard-pressed external supply 
routes.” 


He said the fertilisers will be delivered in Malawi this 
farming season and will be housed in three main ware- 
houses in Blantyre, Lilongwe and Mzuzu, under the 
management of the new company [passage omitted]. 


* UK Maize To Strengthen Food Supply 
34000283a Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 
1 Feb 89 p 1 


ext] The British government yesterday granted Malawi 
,000 tonnes of white maize as part of its support for 
the country’s structural adjustment programme. 


The Minister of Finance, Hon. Louis Chimango and the 
British Minister for Overseas Development, Mr Christo- 
pher Patten signed the exchange of notes. 


The ceremony was held at the Ministry of Finance 
headquarters in Lilongwe. 

According to a press release from the British High 
Commission in Lilongwe, the maize will be sold by 
Admarc and will be made available by the World Food 
Programme (WFP), acting as agents for the British 
government. 


The proceeds from the sales will accrue to general govern- 
ment revenue. 
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Hon. Chimango said, these setbacks led to a depletion of 
food reserves in the silos, adding that the 1987/88 season 
saw a 17 percent increase in maize production over the 


figure for the previous year. 


On behalf of the British government, Mr Patten 
expressed delight to sign the notes, committing his 
government to assist in building food reserves as part of 
Malawi's reform programmes. 


* Japanese Volunteer Successful 
34000283b Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 
7 Feb 89 p 3 


[Text] The executive director of Japan International Co- 
operation Agency (JICA), Mr Junihi Nakamura, left the 
country on Saturday for Nairobi after a four-day visit, 
highly impressed with the relationship that exists between 
Malawians and Japanese volunteers in the country. 


In an interview with reporters on departure at Kamuzu 
International Airport (KIA), the executive director said 
he was greatly satisfied with how volunteers were being 
treated here and felt encouraged to continue sending 
volunteers to Malawi because of this cordial hospitality. 


He said he was particularly happy to observe that the 
activities of the Japanese volunteers contributed to the 
development of the country. 


Mr Nakamura said that Japan has provided this volun- 
tarily service to Malawi for the past 20 years and ihat the 
project was now firmly established He therefore 
expressed the hope that the co-operation that existed 
between the two nations will be promoted. 


Malawi, he said, was one of the three countries with the 
highest number of Japanese volunteers, which total 91. 
The other two are Tanzania and the Philippines. 


FBIS-AFR-89-057 
27 March 1989 


In his four day visit to th: country, Mr Nakasrura held 


ies din ocean oa 
than an ideologue, Baker is reported to have under- 
taken to review U.S. Policy on Mozambique. 

the various factions of the RENAMO 
lobby to form a united front, and in particular to 
reconcile Thomas Schaaf with those under the 
umbrella of Freedom Inc. (AC Vol 29 No 24). This 
was the significance of a visit to RENAMO-held areas 
of Mozambique in December. A party travelling 


ae 


Mackenzie; retired General John Singlaub, a former 
head of ihe World Anti-Communist League, Sybil 
Cline, daughter of the ex-Central Intelligence Agency 
operations chief Ray Cline; and journalists from West 
Germany and Britain. 

* to redouble efforts to publicise RENAMO. This has 
already led to improved coverage in the Western 
press. There are plans for a British film on RENAMO. 


The immediate purpose of the December trip to 
RENAMO-land was to secure the release of Nicolas della 
Casa, a British journalist of Zimbabwean origin whom 


RENAMO had held for 18 months as a suspected agent 
of Britain's M16 secret service. The British authorities 
had requested Kenya's President Daniel arap Moi and 
U.S. Senator Jesse Helms to help secure della Casa’s 
release. It appears that either Helms or Moi had 
approached Freedom Inc., who agreed to undertake the 
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task. The U.S. right is bitter that its heroine, Britain's 
Prime Minister Thatcher, has refused help to 
RENAMO. Sc it is likely that Freedom Inc. would have 
required a quid pro quo for its help in releasing delta 
Casa. What that might be is unclear, but could involve 
help in improving RENAMO’s public image. 


Freedom Inc., formed in 1987, is not the most important 
of the pro-RENAMO groups in the United States. Its aim 
is to promote support for anti-communist fighters espe- 


cially in Nicaragua, Angola and Mozambique. At its 
inception Freedom Inc. said that it aimed to raise $10 


million which could be invested and result in a regular 
income to fund anticommunist movements. This is 
believed to have been an idea first created by Gen. 
Richard Secord, the mastermind of the Swiss bank- 
accounts used in the Irangate operation. 


Freedom Inc. is intimately connected with the CON- 
SERVATIVE DIGEST magazine, perhaps the leading 


journal of the U.S. right. The editorial b~ard of the 


CONSERVATIVE DIGEST and the membership roll of 
Freedom Inc. contain many of the same names. 


Thus, the co-publishers of the CONSERVATIVE 
DIGEST include Larry Abraham and Harry Schultz 
(co-chairmen of Freedom Inc.). The third co-publisher is 
Robert Krieble, a trustee of the Heritage Foundation. 
The editor-in-chief is Jim Whelan (first editor of the 
WASHINGTON TIMES, and member of Freedom 
Inc.'s strategy council). Among CONSERVATIVE 
DIGEST contributing editors are Ray Cline (ex-CIA 
operations chief); Jerry Falwell (of the Moral Majority), 
General Daniel Graham (ex-head of the Defence Intelli- 
gence Agency, U.S. Military Intelligence), and Senator 
Jesse Helms. 


Freedom Inc. raises money by appealing to the public for 
contributions, which are then handled by Harry Schultz. 
But Schultz, Abraham and other Fiecdo™ Inc. top brass 
also publish private newsletters in which they advise 
clients on share-purchases and other financial matters. 
Thus Larry Abraham's newsletter THE INSIDER 
REPORT in February 1987 recommended buying exotic 
shares through Gerry Pngue’s National Securities Cor- 
poration. Gerry Pogue is a fellow contributing editor of 
the CONSERVATIVE DIGEST. In the November 1988 
issue of the “©"4SERVATIVE DIGEST, Abraham rec- 
ommended the services of First Eagle investment bank- 
ers, headed by Ozzie Dunker. Dunker has another firm, 
Dunhill Investments, at the same address at First Eagle 
in Colorado Springs. And so on. So Freedom Inc. CON- 
SERVATIVE DIGEST luminaries, while raising money 
privately for anti-communist struggles in Africa, Asia 
and Central America, also have a tendency to recom- 
mend each others shares, services and newsletters. 


Unsurprisingly in these circumstances, Abraham and 
Schultz have disagreed about aspects of Freedom Inc. 
finances. South African influence may have played a part 
in this, in the person of Craig Williamson, the legendary 
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former spy. Williamson, who izft the South African Secu- 
rity Police in 1985 for business ana nolitics, is now acting 
on security matters on behalf of ‘Pik’ Botha’s powerful 
Foreign Ministry, which is often at loggerheads with the 
army. Williamson is known to be close to Schultz. Wil- 
liamson has sabotaged plants by the South African Mili- 
tary Intelligence Directorate to make a film about 
RENAMO. It could be that some Freedom Inc. members 
suspect Schultz of being too close to the South African 
Foreign Ministry, whereas their own preference is for the 
army. 


Schultz-watchers also note that in January 1987 he was 
initiated into the Sovereign Order of Saint John, Knights 
of Malta Inc., the bogus order of chivalry set up by 
Italian spy and convicted terrorist Francesco Pazienza 
and now controlled by Williamson’s business partne. 

Mario Ricci (AC Vol 28 No 8). Williamson is also an 
initiate of the order, not to be confused with the genuine 
Vatican order of chivalry. 


Namibia 


* Basters Pledge UDI If SWAPO Triumphs 
34000326b Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 
26 Feb 89 p 4 


[Article by Dries van Heerden] 


[Text] The 30,000-strong Baster nation is threatening 
UDi [Unilateral Declaration of Independence] if Swapo 
[South-West African People’s Organization] wins an 
election in Namibia. 


Contingency plans, including “a corridor to the sea”, are 
being drawn up to provide for an independent state if the 
“worst scenario” happens in November. 


Speaking from his home in Rehoboth, Baster leader 
Kaptein Hans Diergaardt said he had a mandate from 
his people to declare an independent Baster state. 


“We are not prepared to be suppressed by a Swapo 
government in a unitary state,” he said. “We are willing to 
make tremendous sacrifices to maintain our freedom.” 


Mr Diergaardt said his people were vehemently opposed 
to any form of a one-man-one-vote system which would 
scrap the present system of ethnic-based second-tier 
authorities. 


Even the Hiemstra constitution, adopted by the interim 
government of Namibia as a platform to fight Swapo in 
an election, was unacceptable to him. 


Mr Diergaardt is presently a member of the interim 
government, but has also aligned himself in recent months 
with the South West National Party, which is also strongly 
in favor of the retention of ethnic authorities. 
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A committee appointed by the Baster people is investi- 
gating the feasibility of an independent Republic of 
Rehoboth. 


The committee will report before April 1, the date on 
which the United Nations formally takes over the 
administration of Namibia. 


Mr Diergaardt said one of the options would be to buy 
out a number of farmers between Rehoboth and Walvis 
Bay to provide access to a harbor for the fledgling state. 
Rehoboth is approximately 280 km from Walvis Bay. 


“Our main problem is lack of funds to purchase farms as 
we have not yet negotiated with the South African Gov- 
ernment about the possible use of the harbor,” he said. 


As for the coming election, Mr Diergaardt said the Basters 
would assist the “democratic parties” against Swapo, but 
afterwards they would keep their options open. 


Fear 


He believes a Swapo government will lead to economic 
collapse, tribal strife and the suppression of minorities. 
The Basters also fear that their land will be confiscated 
and handed over to landless blacks. 


The Baster nation first declared UDI in 1870, shortly after 
they had moved up from the Cape in search of farm land. 


Since then they have exhibited a fierce independent 
spirit to the point of resisting the German colonial army 
which attacked them in 1915 when the Basters refused to 
tat:e up arms against the Allied forces. 


* Koevoet Members Continue To Patrol Nation 
34000326a Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 
26 Feb 89 p 4 


[Article by Peter Kenny] 


[Text] For the first time in years, the silence of the bush 
is not shattered by explosions and the rattle of gunfire in 
this remote part of Namibia. 


The skeletons of civilian cars litter the dusty road 
between Eenhana and Nkongo in the eastern part of 
Owambo where fighting was fiercest in Namibia’s 22- 
year bush war. 


But while Namibia’s debilitating conflict appears to have 
halted, counter-insurgency vigilance and the search of 
arms caches by battle-hardened police units continue. 


Policemen from the once dreaded Koevoet counter- 
insurgency units still patrol to ensure that Swapo guer- 
rillas are no longer infiltrating from nearby Angola or 
burying arms. 
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Two months ago, South Africa officially disbanded by 
Koevoet or “Crowbar” unit as a goodwill gesture in the 
quest for regional peace. 


Its members, however, now serve in the SWA [South- 
West Africa] Police. Koevoet became the scourge of 
guerrillas fighting in Namibia with its sparse population 
of about only 1,3-million people. 


Chills 


For the first time since the start of the war in 1966, 
Western journalists have been allowed to accompany 
patrols of the men who fought in the deadly Koevoet—a 
name said to send chills of fear through many of those 
fighting South Africa’s presence in the territory. 


Our team went on a patrol with four Casspir armored 
personnel carriers in the eastern part of Owambo, trav- 
elling through areas which, last year, were the main 
Swapo [South-West African People’s Organization] guer- 
rilla infiltration route inaccessible to normal vehicles. 


The task of the patrol was to try to uncover arms caches 
and to persuade local people to report them. A police 
medic came along to administer to the civilians in the 
kraals. 


Inspector Chris Ronne, his face corrugated by deep sun 
lines, points to the landmined car wrecks on the side of 
the road running from the new police station at Eenhana 
to the army base at Nkongo. 


The slightly built inspector, a Durbanite seconded to the 
SWA Police, has travelled the road often. He points to a 
large hole in the road. “That’s where an arms truck 
detonated a landmine last week,” he says. 


“This is the middle of the rainy season. Normally 
infiltration by Swapo and fighting would be at its worst 
at this time. But there have been no real war incidents 
since September last year...it looks as if the war has 


stopped,” the inspector says. 


But his view is contradicted by Bishop Kleopas Dumeni, 
from Onajokwe in Owambo, who heads Namibia's larg- 
est church, the mainly black Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Namibia (Elcin). 


Some police and army members disparagingly murmur: 
“It is the Swapo church.” 


Bishop Dumeni says bitterly. “No, the war is not over 
the army and police are still here. Look at all the 
vehicles, they are still intimidating and harassing us. The 
brutalities continue.” 


He says the army and police are campaigning vigorously 
and says the army fired off cannons the evening before, 
scaring many civilians, but he does not cite specific 
brutalities. 
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The bishop’s congregants are the civilians who have 
borne the brunt of the war. Many of his church members 
have been in guerrilla units. The church’s printing press 
was burnt down twice, Church leaders say it was not 
guerrillas who sabotaged the press. 


Fears 


The bishop does not believe Koevoet unit was started 10 


years ago with five people to counter the burgeoning 
bush war by Swapo. 


Some Swapo members have expressed fears that the 
Koevoet fighting machine might be used to undermine a 
Swapo government wihiich could come into power. They 
say police who were in Koevoet are politicizing the 
people to vote anti-Swapo. 


The battleship grey, close-cropped head of major-Gen- 
eral Hans Dreyer, the founder of Koevoet, shakes vigor- 
ously to deny accusations that the tough unit were 
“legalized terrorists” during the no-holds-barred war. 


He also denies flatly that his men are engaged in poli- 
ticking, stressing their “impartiality”. Officials say the 
army has informed Owambo’s beleaguered population 
they are leaving and the 4,650-man United Nations 
peace-keeping force is about to arrive to supervise elec- 
tions leading to independence. 


Peter Kalangula, who heads Owambo’s ethnic adminis- 
tration, says the army, police and the Democratic Turn- 
halle Alliance are operating in cahoots, telling people not 
to vote for his Christian Action Party and Swapo. 


But Gen Dreyer says: “We are now engaged in the 
normal overseeing of law and order and are just an 
Ordinary unit in the SW Africa Police, carrying out 
normal police duties. The fighting groups have now been 
disbanded.” 


He admits: “As in any large organization, we also had 
our black sheep...if any complain against our men of a 
criminal nature or against the rules of the unit were 
proved, they were automatically discharged.” 


Atrocities 


At some Swapo meetings speakers have charged that 
Koevoet members should be charged as war criminals 
after independence because of the atrocities they alleg- 
edly perpetrated. 


This does not appear to disturb Gen Dreyer, a 57-year- 
old seconded officer from South Africa. ““We have not 
had any and we are not afraid of any so-called war crimes 
because such things don’t exist...during the last 10 years 
we have just acted as police officers maintaining law and 
order. 
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“If armed terrorists come across the border it is breaking 
the law of this land. What do you do with people who 
wreck other people’s lives with murder, assaults, sabo- 
tage of infra-structure, damage to property? 


“How can you operate agaii.st that other than what we 
have done in the past 10 years...” 


* Shares Remain Firm Despite Fear of SWAPO 
34000326c Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 
19 Feb 89 p 15 


[Text] Even though a Swapo [South-West African Peo- 
ple’s Organization] election victory is likely, Namibian- 
based shares have surprised analysts by remaining firm 
on the JSE [Johannesburg Stock Exchange]. 


Oceana Fishing, which derives about a quarter of its 
income from SWA [South-West Africa}-Namibia, this 
week hit an all-time high in spite of the alleged socialist 
threat posed by Swapo. 


De Beers, which has large operations in Namibia, is also 
near an all-time high. 


Indecision 


There are high expectations among foreign-controlled 
companies and former South African subsidiaries which 
have been localized that the Namibian economy is in for 
a boom, in the short term at least, after independence. 


Foreign aid and access to world organizations such as the 
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank are 
expected to make up for some of the ground lost during 
a long spell of indecision when investment slumped. 


Unisa’s [University of South Africa] Ben van Rensburg 
spent last week in Namibia working on a study of 
post-independence business prospects for Assocom 
[Association of Chambers of Commerce]. He says there 
is a “surprisingly high level of confidence” among busi- 
nessmen in Namibia. 


But since 1976, Namibia has barely averaged | percent 
annual growth. 


Professor Van Rensburg says: “The economy is still in a 
pei.od of stagnation, and apart from a little building 
activity there is no sign of broad-based real investment 
yet.” 


Uraniam 


UK-based RTZ Corporation reckons its Rossing ura- 
nium mine could be one of Namibia's biggest gainers 
because it believes the U.S. Comprehensive Anti-Apart- 
heid Act will cease to apply to its operations. 
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The removal of international sanctions would benefit 
many more mining, agricultural, industrial and commer- 
cial operations. 


Namibia accounts for only a fraction of De Beers 
income. But far from scaling down its activities in 
Namibia, De Beers is sinking R90-million into a new 
mine and starting to develop a cutting industry in spite 
of extremely high start-up costs. 


Only last week De Beers held talks with Swapo president 
Sam Nujoma. 


First National and Standard banks have made their 
Namibian branches free standing ahead of the election— 
as have many other SA-controlled operations. 


“We have taken a positive attitude towards the indepen- 
dence question,” says Ocfish chairman, Walter Lewis. 


“We have disposed of 30 percent of Seaswa’s rock- 
lobster operation to Namibians. We are confident that 
whoever the authorities may be, they will not wish to 
disturb the interests of their own people.” 


Empire ° 


Ocfish has 54 percent of Sea Products SWA (Seaswa), 
which in turn has 26 percent of SWA Fishing Industries 
(Swafil). Other parties in Swafil are Willem Barendsz 
and Sarusis. Ocfish has launched a modern boat at 
Luderitz. 


Mr Lewis stresses that only a small part of Ocfish’s 
empire will be affected by independence. 


Its pelagic factories, which would cost R50-million to 
replace, are in Walvis Bay, which is supposed not to be 
affected by independence. Ocfish has 100 percent of 
Lamberts Bay, which derives most of its income from 
SA. It is involved in cold storage and distribution. 


Fishing industry spokesman hope that after indepen- 
dence, Russian and other Eastern bloc ships, which have 
plundered the Namibian resource, will be more inclined 
to abide by international law in observing the 200-mile 
limit off a legitimately governed territory. 


Ocfish has reduced its interests in Namibia through the 
sale of its salt interests to Sentrachem for R7-million. 


A spokesman for a SA life-assurance company carrying 
on a lot of business in Namibia says it is probable that an 
independent Namibia will join the IMF and the Bank for 
International Settlements. 


It will have its own currency and it could well not be a 
member of the SA Customs Union or the rand monetary 
area. 
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In this event, it would be necessary for life assurers to 
match their long-term liabilities to policyholders in 
Namibia with assets there. 


Backing 


It would be necessary to domicile policies, currently 
administered through SA head offices and backed by 
largely SA assets, in Namibia. 


“You can imagine that the only freely available assets to 
back these policies will be Government debt. Property 
acceptable to institutions is pretty rare in Namibia—and 
$O is equity. It seems likely that equity of all kinds will 
trade at a premium in Namibia.” 


The assurance spokesman says independence will prob- 
ably trigger a boom of sorts, even if Swapo wins the 


“Although money will no longer flow in from the SA 
Government, I would expect large compensating capital 
flows from countries like West Germany. 


“Before the election, | would expect a bias towards 
stimulation. The SA authorities will probably pump in 
money and hold down interest rates. 


“Negotiations over independence have dragged on for 
something like 15 years and there has been an invest- 
ment hiatus. Many people have left. Once the road ahead 
is properly mapped out, there is a good chance that the 
economy will take off.” 


Sanlam’s Ronnie Masson says his company is building a 
R40-million office tower in downtown Windhoek. This 
shows confidence amid much uncertainty, he says. 


Old Mutual is building the R33-million Mutual Plaza in 
Windhoek. 


Most businessmen saying positive things about Namibia 
after independence are assuming reasonably cordial rela- 
tions between it and SA. They do so on the grounds that 
Namibia is likely to depend heavily on SA. 


Professor Van Rensburg says that although there is 
uncertainty about Swapo’s attitude to trade with SA 
should it come to power, the organization's policy papers 
on economic matters have been pragmatic. 


Stumbling 


If the two countries are able to co-exist, the possibilities 
are enormous. Namibia could serve as a sort of Hong 
Kong, a means by which SA business people could step 
around stumbling blocks inside and outside SA. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


It has been postulated, for instance, that Namibia could 
be the place SA motor manufacturers could get around 
local content rules and export to markets all over the 


Said on Alert Following Coup ‘Plot’ 
MB2703 115489 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 27 Mar 89 


[Text] The SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS ASSOCIATION 
says the security forces of Swaziland have been placed on 
full alert until after the 21st birthday on 19 April of King 
Mswati, when he assumes full executive powers. 


The news agency quotes Swazi Government sources in 
Mbabane as saying that the full alert was ordered after 
police intelligence reports were placed before the prime 
minister. The reports concern the escape and recapture 
of a Mozambican prisoner who apparently had admitted 
to being part of a plot to violently overthrow the Swazi- 
land Government. 


The plot was said to have been contrived by a member of 
the Swazi royal family who was a prisoner in the same 
jail as the Mozambican. The news agency said the plot 
involved toppling the present Swaziland Government by 
eliminating several of its top leaders, and certain mem- 
bers of the royal family, including the young King 
Mswati III. 


The government sources said there was believed to be a 
close connection between those responsible for the plot 
and the recent distribution of seditious pamphlets. The 
pamphlets called for the overthrow of Swaziland’s 
Monaco type of nonparty government, and for a return 


of a multiparty system. 
Zambia 


Kaunda Sees Possible RSA-Frontline Talks 
MB2603 181289 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 26 Mar 89 


[Text] President Kaunda revealed today that leaders of 
the frontline countries might meet South African leaders 
later this year to seek ways of ending apartheid if 
Namibia’s plan of independence succeeds. Comrade 
Kaunda told this to Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister 
Anatoliy Adamishin, who paid a courtesy call on him at 
State House. The president gave | November this year as 
the likely date for such talks. 


Comrade Kaunda said the Frontline States were worried 
over the reduction of United Nations forces for Namibia 
by the Security Council, but that since China and the 
Soviet Union had voted for the reduction, it was up to 
them to ensure that South Africa behaves well. 
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* Government Pays K25 Million Coupon Subsidy 
34000168b Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
3 Feb 89 p 1 


(Text) The Government has released K25 million mealie 
meal subsidy to the National Savings and Credit Bank, 
Finance and Planning senior permanent secretary Cde 
[comrade] Leonard Nkhata said in Lusaka yesterday. 


This brings the total amount of subsidies paid out since 
the introduction of the coupon system to K.55 million. 


Cde Nkhata said the money has been sent to the bank to 
replenish the almost exhausted K30 million which was 
released in January. 


The Government would ensure that the situation where 
traders failed to cash their coupons for lack of funds does 
not arise. 


The K25 million was an advance allocation and more 
money would be released after all the provinces have 
submitted their coupons obtained from consumers to the 


ministry. 
Of last month’s allocation of K30 million, only K5 


million had remained at the bank, hence the need to 
make an immediate additional subsidy, he said. 


Land Mine Victims ANC Members 
MB2403 123089 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1200 GMT 24 Mar 89 


(Text] Two ANC memb.~ have been seriously injured 
in a land mine explosion in southern Zambia. The 
incident occurred close to Namibia's South African 
controlled Caprivi Strip. 


The Zambian secretary for defense has blamed South 
Africa for the incident. He says the two, who were ANC 
cadres, hit a land mine at Kazungula, outside Living- 
stone. Kazungula is near the border with Botswana in the 
Caprivi Strip. The two have been admitted to the Living- 
stone hospital with severe burns. 


In recent months, several people have died in explosions 
in Livingstone, and the Zambian government has 
blamed all the explosions on South Africa. 
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Zimbabwe 


bd Rains Stir Concerns Regarding C 
saline London AFRICA ANALYSIS in English 
20 Jan 89 p 9 


{Text} Harare. Half-way through a light and intermittent 
rainy season, there is increasing concern in Zimbabwe at 
major crop failure. Infiltration and 
Mozambique National Resistance] 
rebels from Mozambique also contribute to disruption of 
planting in Manicaland. 

Although latest reports suggest that maize and other food 
crops in the main commercial ing areas in the north 
and centre of the country are doing fairly well, reports 
from the drier communal areas where most of the 
population live speak of stunted and badly wilted maize 
stalks. Ministry of agriculture officials insist that it is still 
too early to speak of disaster. Food-for-work schemes are 
being introduced in several areas of the country where 
grains are expected to be short. The ministry of labour 
and social welfare, which is responsible for the adminis- 
tration of emergency food relief, has also launched a 
drought relief fund. 


The ministry's funds for food were almost 

because of the continuing needs of nearly 
20,000 people in communal areas across the country. 
The new fund will allow the ministry to clear arrears on 
drought programmes dating back to 1986, and, it is 
hoped, help to fund an emergency mme which will 
be required at least until May or June, when new stocks 


of grain begin to come through. 


But not only food grains are affected. The parastatal 
Agricultural Finance Corporation (AFC) last week 
released a cautious annual report, warning farmers 
against relying on a Seen crops such as tobacco. 
AFC chairman, K. M. hani, also noted poor yields in 
the 1987-88 season for winter wheat. 


The body of the AFC report provides some statistical 
evidence on the fall in production of major export crops 
during last year, with maize output down 73 percent on 
1986. Soya beans and groundnuts showed notable 
improvements. Increases in both crops are accounted for 
in large part by increased interest from communal 
(small-scale peasant) farmers. 


Communal farmers, the report continues, are also par- 
ticipating more in production of Zimbabwe’s major 
earner, tobacco. However, earnings from tobacco 
exports plummeted by over 30 percent in 1987, owing 
largely to the poor quality of the leaf, according to the 
AFC. This was in spite of a 12 percent increase in output 
of flue-cured tobacco to 128m tonnes. 
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Burkina Faso 


Council of Ministers Ratifies DPRK Agreements 
AB2303 181589 Domestic Service 
in French 0630 GMT 23 Mar 89 


[Excerpts] The Council of Ministers, meeting yesterday 
under the chairmanship of Captain Blaise Compaore, 
head of state, examined several issues. [passage omitted] 


Concerning the Ministry of External Relations, the coun- 
cil adopted a draft decree authorizing the ratification of 
the agreement creating the joint commission and the 
trade agreement between the Government of Burkina 
Faso and the Government of the DPRK concluded on 9 


September 1988 in Pyongyang. [passage omitted] 


Liptako-Gourma Ministerial Meeting Opens 23 Mar 
AB2303 183189 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 1300 GMT 23 Mar 89 


[Excerpts] The 25th regular session of the Council of 
Ministers of the Liptako-Gourma Authority opened in 
Ouagadougou this morning under the chairmanship of 
Pian and Cooperation Minister Issouf Ouedraogo, the 
chairman of the Council of Ministers. Rene Sergo, who 
was at Silmande Hotel this morning, is in the studio with 
more details: 


[Sergo] Indeed, it was in the politically and economically 
suitable environment of Silmande Hotel that the minis- 
ters of the Liptako-Gourma Authority met to discuss the 
major issues of the organization. [passage omitted] 


In his speech, the plan and cooperation minister first 
mentioned the achievements of 1988. It may be recalled 
that in January 1988, th 24th regular session of the Council 
of Ministers, held in Niamey, Niger, helped take full stock 
of the achievements of the organization. It also made it 
possible to monitor the continuing achievements of the 
Organization and the implementation of the decisions 
previously made by the heads of state. The purpose of the 
Ouagadougou session is the same. [passage omitted] 


Liberia 


* New Investment Bill To Business 
34000196a Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 
15 Feb 89 p & 


[Article by Abdullah Dukuly] 


[Text] The new investment bill granting certain incentives 
to new and expanding business enterprises in the country 
has been passed into law and forwarded to the Senate for 
its concurrence. 
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The bill, introduced to the House of Representatives 
recently by the chairman of the House Standing Com- 
mittee on Investment, Grand Gedeh County 

tative William K. Clay, was passed into law by the body 
Monday following the third reading. 


The Revised Investment Incentives Code seeks to grant 
certain incentives to investors as an encouragement to 
establish more business enterprises and enlarge the exist- 
ing economic activities in the country, especially in the 
metropolitan areas. The physical benefits to be enjoyed 
by investors include duty-free privileges, income tax, 
customs users fees and other benefits which the Govern- 
ment would offer under the Act to new and expanding 
business enterprises for the purpose of promoting the 
economic growth and development of Liberia. 


Under the Act, incentives will be granted to establishments 
located outside 35 miles radius from metropolitan Mon- 
rovia up to eight years; and to establishments located 
within 35 miles radius of metropolitan Monrovia up to 
five months. Incentives will also be granted for up to five 
years to businesses located outside 35 miles radius of the 
Monrovia area; and those within 35 miles radius up to 
three years. 


If the new bill meets the approval of the Senate and the 
President, interested parties will be required to submit 
their project proposals to the National Investment Com- 
mission, describing the planned operations, the required 
investment of working assets and a detailed explanation 
of the incentives required. The investment projects may 
be approved and the incentives outlined may then be 
granted to several other sectors of the economy including 
agriculture, forestry, fishery, animal husbandry, mining, 
building and construction, transport and the sub-sectors 
of the services area which provide technical services to 
several areas such as communication and transport. 


The passage of the bill by the House of Representatives 
followed after several members of the House held an 
intensive debate over the period of incentives granted in 
the bill. Several members thought that the periods would 
deny the rural population of the opportunity to benefit 
from the bill. They then called for an extension of the 35 
miles radius to allow rural inhabitants to enjoy the full 
intent and purposes of the bill. 


However, this argument came to a climax yesterday 
when the chairman of the National Investment Commis- 
sion (NIC), Mr. George Bolo, appeared before the House 
to make a clarification. Among other things, Mr. Bolo 
explained that 35 miles radius was considered due to the 
lack of essential facilities such as electricity and water in 
some parts of rural Liberia. 


Commenting on the bill, the chairman of the House 
Standing Committee on Investment, Rep. William Clay, 
noted that the investment bill will provide maximum 
benefits and employment opportunities for Liberians. 
He said government recognizes the benefits derived from 
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the Open Door Policy which provides a free enterprise 
system, free movement of capital originally invested in 
the case of change of ownership or termination of 
enterprise as well as facilitating the employment of the 
necessary foreign technical and managerial personnel 
together with unrestricted home transfer of their savings. 


* Privatization of State Enterprises Urged 
34000284d Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 
17 Feb 89 pp 1, 6 


[Text] The Finance Minister has strongly suggested that 
State enterprises (public corporations) be privatized or 
closed down because they “have been a drain on the 
resources of government.” 


The suggestion was made in his Annual Report covering 
the period January through December 1988. The report 
notes that “During 1988, practically all state enterprises 
continued to perform dismally and have been a drain on 
the resources of the government.... Therefore, there is a 
dire need to privatize them and those which cannot be 
privatized, be closed down.” 


The Report observed that the “problem of state enter- 
prises are both external and internal. The external nature 
of the problem refers to the high prices of inputs, foreign 
exchange scarcity, the fall in prices of export commodi- 
ties, etc. The internal problem,” he emphasized, “‘is 
management inefficiency. There is the absence of effec- 
tive control of expenditure; there is substantial overstaff- 
ing; there is reluctance on the part of state enterprises to 
establish purchasing policies, etc.” 


Of the 16 public corporations only 6—National Port 
Authority, National Housing Authority, Liberia Free 
Zone Authority, Telecommunications, Liberia Refining 
Company and BOP“ [expansion unknown] realized net 
profits during 1988, but even these were unable to meet 
their operating expenses,” he observed. 


The Report went on to observe that “operating expendi- 
ture items continue to consume the major part of available 
revenue to state enterprises as they are unable to generate 
enough cash flow to service their external debts...” 


The Report went on to define the objectives of privati- 
zation: to reduce size through restructuring, to make the 
enterprise economically viable, to improve operational 
efficiency and financial health of the corporations, to 
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institute managerial reforms, and to establish an institu- 
tional and policy environment that will clarify the objec- 
tives which they are to pursue. 


Other public corporations of government are National 
Housing and Savings Bank, the Agricultural and Coop- 
erative Development Bank, the Liberia Electricity Cor- 
poration, the Liberia Water and Sewer Corporation, 
Monrovia Transit Authority, Liberia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, Liberia Produce Marketing Corporation, Forestry 
Development Authority, National Social Security and 
Welfare Corporation and National Insurance Corpora- 
tion of Liberia (NICOL). 


Nigeria 


Government Denies in Israel 
AB2403201889 Paris AFP in French 1805 GMT 
24 Mar 89 


[Text] Lagos, 24 Mar (AFP)}—The Nigerian Government 
today denied press reports that an official Nigerian 
delegation is visiting Israel with a view to restoring 
diplomatic relations with the Jewish state. If there were 
any delegation, I would know about it, Nigerian Foreign 
Minister Major General Ike Nwachukwu stated when he 
was asked by journalists to comment on reports pub- 
lished today by Israel’s independent daily newspaper, 
THE JERUSALEM POST. According to the newspaper, 
a Nigerian official currently paying a secret visit to Israel 
has signed several bilateral agreements that could pave 
the way for an official restoration of diplomatic relations 
with the Jewish state very soon. Nigeria, like most 
African countries, broke off its diplomatic relations with 
Israel following the October 1973 war. 


Togo 


Leaves for Namibia UN Role 
AB2603085889 Lome Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 25 Mar 89 


[Excerpt] About 30 officers of the Togolese Armed 
Forces led by Colonel (Tebe) left the country this morn- 
ing for Namibia. They flew out on board an Ilyushin 
plane of Aeroflot which was also carrying commissioned 
and non-commissioned officers of the Czech and Polish 
Armies. Our countrymen were seen off at the Lome- 
Tokoin international airport by General Mawulikplimi 
Ameyi, deputy chief of staff of the Togolese Armed 
Forces and minister of the interior and security in charge 
of justice, and Mr Dramane Ouattara, the UNDP repre- 
sentative in Togo. [passage omitted] 
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